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May 31, 1892 


“The Sermon. Late Decision of the Supreme Court, and the Image of the 
Beast 1Sermon preached in the Tabernacle at Battle Creek, May 14, 1892. Reported for 
REVIEW by W. E. HOWELL.» The Advent Review and Sabbath Herald 69, 22, pp. 
337-339. 


BY ELDER A. T. JONES 
(Battle Creek, Mich.) 


ABOUT this time in the month of March, it will be remembered by 
many who are here this morning, that | spoke in the Tabernacle on 
the third angel’s message, and said that it was not essential that 
there should be any legislation at all for the making of the image to 
the beast, and the bringing about of all that the third angel’s 
message warns against. There are many here this morning who 
doubtless remember the statement | then made; that from what | 
had already seen, and from what had already appeared in the drift 
of things in the United States courts, legislation was not at all 
essential to bring that about; but that there were elements at work 
already in the courts, that would establish it independent of any 
legislation, and that therefore legislation was not essential, nor an 
amendment to the Constitution, nor anything of the kind; and 
therefore, we were not to look for an amendment particularly, before 
we were to begin to prepare for the great things of the message and 
the coming of the Lord. ARSH May 31, 1892, page 337.1 


It was about this time in March, when | called your attention to this. 
Well, as a matter of fact, that thing had then already been done, 
though | did not then know it. on the 29th of February the Supreme 
Court of the United States rendered a decision that does more than 
any constitutional amendment could possibly do, or Congress 
either, to make the image to the papacy. Although | did not know 
then that this decision had been rendered, | knew from the drift of 
things before that time, that such a thing could be done, and 
perhaps would be done, without any legislation whatever. ARSH 
May 31, 1892, page 337.2 





| say again, that on the 29th of February of 1892, the Supreme 
Court of the United States rendered a decision on another question 
entirely, a question upon which there could by no possible means 
be fairly brought in such a point as this; nevertheless it was brought 
in, entirely out of place, and the image to the beast was practically 
made. All that remains is to give life to it by the enforcement of 
whatever religious observances any bigots may choose, who can 
control the civil power. ARSH May 31, 1892, page 337.3 


| thought best this morning to call your attention to that decision: to 
what it is, and to what it does. | received an official copy of it about 
a week ago, from Washington; and it does so much that it is of 
interest, that every one should know about it. It is of supreme 
interest to every one who knows anything about the third angel’s 
message, and scarcely of less interest to those who do not know 
about it, but of supreme interest to those who do know about it, in 
order that they may tell it to all others who do not know about 
it ARSH May 31, 1892, page 337.4 


It came about in this way: Several years ago, Congress enacted a 
law forbidding any aliens to come to this country under contract to 
perform labor or service of any kind. The reason of that law was 
that large contractors in the United States, and corporations of great 
wealth who wanted to increase their wealth with as little expense as 
possible, would send agents to Europe to employ the lowest of the 
people whom they could get, to come over and work. They would 
pay their expenses over, and allow them to work it out at very small 
wages after they got over here. This was depreciating the price that 
Americans should receive for their labor, and therefore Congress 
enacted a law as follows:—ARSH May 31, 1892, page 337.5 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled That from and 
after the passage of this act it shall be unlawful for any person, 
company, partnership, or corporation, in any manner whatsoever, to 
prepay the transportation, or in any way assist or encourage the 
importation or migration of any alien or aliens, any foreigner or 
foreigners, into the United States, its Territories, or the District of 
Columbia, under contract or agreement, parol or special, expressed 
or implied, made previous to the importation or migration of such 





alien or aliens, foreigner or foreigners, to perform labor or service of 
any kind in the United States, its Territories, or the District of 
Columbia.ARSH May 31, 1892, page 337.6 


A certain church corporation in New York City hired a preacher in 
England to come over here and preach for them. They contracted 
with him before he came. He was an alien, and came over under 
contract, to perform service for the church. The United States 
District Attorney entered suit against the church for violating this 
law. The United States Circuit Court decided that the church was 
guilty, and rendered judgment accordingly. An appeal was taken to 
the Supreme Court of the United States, upon writ of errorARSH 
May 31, 1892, page 337.7 


The Supreme Court reversed the decision, first upon the well- 
established principle that “the intent of the law-maker is the law.” 
The court quoted directly from the reports of the Senate Committee 
and the House Committee who had the bill in charge when it was 
put through Congress; and these both said in express terms that 
the term “laborer” or “labor or service,” used in the statute, was 
intended to mean only manual labor or service, and not professional 
service of any kind. Therefore, that being the intent, and the only 
intent of the law, and the intent of the law-maker being the law, the 
Supreme Court reversed the decision of the lower court, and said 
that the act complained of was not a violation of the law. ARSH May 
31, 1892, page 337.8 


So far as this goes, the decision is perfectly proper, and it needed 
to have gone no further. But between that paragraph and the 
closing paragraph of the decision, the declaring of this nation to be 
“a Christian nation,” this making of the image of the papacy, was 
stuck right in, as much out of place as anything could possibly be. It 
is altogether false; it is totally subversive of the government of the 
United States as the people established it at first, and virtually 
makes an image to the papacy. So | turn to that part of the 
decision.ARSH May 31, 1892, page 337.9 


After reviewing the act of Congress, the reports of the committees, 
etc., and deciding that the law had no such intent as the lower court 
gave it, the Supreme Court proceeds thus:—ARSH May 31, 1892, 





page 337.10 


But beyond all these matters, no purpose of action against religion 
can be imputed to any legislation, State or national, because this is 
a religious people. [Everybody knows that this is not true.] This is 
historically true. From the discovery of this continent to the present 
hour, there is a single voice making this affirmation. ARSH May 37, 
1892, page 337.11 


Suppose it be granted that this is “historically true,” what kind of 
religion was this “historical” religion? Was it of a kind that the people 
of the United States now desire to see perpetuated? We shall 
presently see what kind it is; and that whatever be the kind, or 
whether the people desire to see it perpetuated or not, itis 
perpetuated by this decision. ARSH May 31, 1892, page 337.12 


In order to get it before you in the most forcible way, | will first run 
down to the end of the decision, and show the interpretation and 
application which the court makes, of the Constitution as it respects 
religion. After citing “historical” statements which show that the 
Roman Catholic religion might be the religion of this nation; which 
establish the righteousness of religious test-oaths as a qualification 
for office; which require belief in the doctrine of the Trinity—the 
Catholic doctrine of the Trinity, of course—and in the inspiration of 
the Old and New Testaments; and which establish the 
righteousness of Sunday laws,—after citing statements which 
establish the legality of all these religious things, then the court 
quotes from the First Amendment to the Constitution that “Congress 
shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or 
prohibiting the free exercise thereof,” and upon this, flatly declares: 
—ARSH May 31, 1892, page 337.13 


There is no dissonance in these declarations. There is a universal 
language pervading them all, having one meaning; they affirm and 
re-affirm that this is a religious nation. ARSH May 31, 1892, page 
338.1 


Now when | read these “historical” statements, and you see what 
they say, and what they mean, you will know that is the estimation 
of the Supreme Court of the United States,that is what the 
Constitution of the United States means | begin to read, as follows: 
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—ARSH May 31, 1892, page 338.2 


From the discovery of this continent to the present hour, there is a 
single voice making this affirmation. The commission to Christopher 
Columbus, prior to his sail westward, is from “Ferdinand and 
Isabella, by the grace of God, king and queen of Castile,” etc., and 
recites that “it is hoped by God’s assistance some of the continents 
and islands in the ocean will be discovered,” etc.ARSH May 31, 
1892, page 338.3 


What religion did Ferdinand and Isabella have in mind when they 
issued that document? What religion did they profess? And what 
religion did they possess, too? Does anybody know?—(From the 
audience, “The Catholic religion.”) Yes, the Catholic religion. And 
not only that, it was the Catholic religion with the Inquisition in full 
swing. For it was Ferdinand and Isabella who established the 
Inquisition in Spain under the generalship of Torquemada; and who, 
because Spain was a “Christian nation,” sentenced to confiscation 
of all goods and to banishment, every Jew who would not turn 
Catholic. And by virtue of such religious activity as this, Ferdinand 
and Isabella fairly earned as an everlasting reward, and by way of 
pre-eminence, the title of “THE CATHOLICS.” And that is a part of 
the historical authority by which the Supreme Court of the United 
States makes American citizens “a religious people,” and by which 
that court makes this a “Christian nation-ARSH May 31, 1892, 
page 338.4 


Now that is quoted to prove that this is “a religious people” and “a 
Christian nation:” and it is declared that the language of Ferdinand 
and Isabella, and the language of the Constitution of the United 
States, “have one meaning.”ARSH May 31, 1892, page 338.5 


Then in view of that quotation and this decision, should it be 
wondered at if the Catholic Church should claim that this is so 
indeed, and should demand favors from the government as such? 
Everybody knows that the Catholic Church already is not slow to 
take part in political questions, to interfere with the government, and 
to have the government recognize the Catholic Church and give it 
money from the public treasury. The people know that this is 
already the case. And now, when the Catholic Church is virtually 





recognized by official action of the Supreme Court, and when the 
Supreme Court declares that this is what the Constitution means, 
should it be thought strange if the Catholic religion should claim that 
that is correct, and act upon it? ARSH May 31, 1892, page 338.6 


It is true, the Supreme Court does not stick to this side of the 
question all the way through, but turns over to the Church of 
England, and to Puritan Protestantism. But this rather intensifies 
than modifies the danger, as it opens the way for a strife among 
these religions, to see which shall be indeed the religion of the 
nation. 2Just here, look at “The Two Republics,” pp. 282-296. This decision 


opens the way for that thing to be done, and all that the message 
tells about will come as the consequence of this. ARSH May 37, 
1892, page 338.7 


As the intentions of Ferdinand and Isabella did not reach the part of 
the continent now occupied by the government of the United States, 
the court now proceeds to introduce documents which give to 
Protestantism the prior right here, and which do in fact make this 
the national religion, so | read:—ARSH May 31, 1892, page 338.8 


The first colonial grant, that made to Sir Walter Raleigh in 1584, 
was from “Elizabeth, by the grace of God; of England, France, and 
Ireland, queene, Defender of the Faith,” etc.; and the grant 
authorizing him to enact statutes for the government of the 
proposed colony; Provided, That “they be not against the true 
Christian faith nowe professed in the Church of England.” ... 
Language of similar import may be found in the subsequent 
charters, ... and the same is true of the various charters granted to 
other colonies. In language more or less emphatic, is the 
establishment of the Christian religion declared to be one of the 
purposes of the grant. ARSH May 31, 1892, page 338.9 


This establishes as the religion of this nation and people the religion 
“professed in the Church of England” in Queen Elizabeth’s time. 
What religion was this? The queen’s title of “Defender of the Faith” 
will help us to understand this. That title was obtained in this way: 
Henry VIII., Elizabeth’s father, wrote a book against Martin Luther 
and the Reformation. He sent a copy of his book to the pope. In 
return, the pope bestowed upon him the title and dignity of 





“Defender of the Faith.” And this was the Catholic faith. Shortly 
afterward, Henry wanted a divorce from his wife. The pope could 
not make his political ends meet so as to grant it; and Henry took 
the matter into his own and Cranmer’s hands, and divorced both his 
wife and the pope. This separated the Church in England from the 
Catholic Church. Then that which had formerly been the Catholic 
Churchin England, became the Churchof England, the only 
difference being that Henry was head of the church instead of the 
pope. Thus Henry still maintained his title of “Defender of the Faith,” 
and it was the same faith—except only as to the head of it. ARSH 
May 31, 1892, page 338.10 


Under Edward VI., a few very slight steps were taken further away 
from the absolute Catholic faith. Under Mary, a powerful effort was 
made to bring all back into full harmony with the papal religion. 
Mary soon died, and Elizabeth succeeded, and would have been 
glad to complete Mary’s scheme, but could not, and was obliged to 
be content with things as they were left by Edward, for the nation 
and people, while in her own private individual life, she inclined 
strongly to the papal religion outright. So that the sum of the matter 
is, that the religion professed in the Church of England in Queen 
Elizabeth’s time, was a religion which was just as near to the 
Roman Catholic religion as was possible, without being precisely 
that religion. ARSH May 31, 1892, page 338.11 


And this is the religion which the Supreme Court of the United 
States finds to be historically intended to be established here, and 
which by this decision the court declares now to be established 
here, according to the meaning of the Constitution of the United 
States; because the language of the Constitution and the language 
of all these other documents is one language, “having one 
meaning.” It is to be expected also that the religion established 
should be as much like the papal religion as possible, without being 
precisely that religion itself, as the prophecy says that it would be 
said “that they should make an image to the beast’—the 
papacy.ARSH May 31, 1892, page 338.12 


Yet the court does not propose to be partial, nor presume to 
establish strictly this particular phase of religion without giving any 
other any chance or recognition. It proceeds next to introduce 





Puritanism, as follows:—ARSH May 31, 1892, page 338.13 


The celebrated compact made by the Pilgrims in the “Mayflower,” 
1620, recites:—ARSH May 31, 1892, page 338.14 


“Having undertaken for the glory of God and Advancement of the 
Christian Faith, and the honor of our King and Country, a Voyage to 
plant the first colony in the northern Parts of Virginia; Do by these 
Presents, solemnly and mutually, in the Presence of God and one 
another, covenant and combine ourselves together into a civil Body 
Politick, for our better Ordering and Preservation, and Furtherance 
of the Ends aforesaid.” ARSH May 31, 1892, page 338.15 


Having thus established what it chooses to declare to be “the 
Christian faith” as the religion of this nation, the court next proceeds 
to cite historical evidence that it is legitimate to use the civil power 
to maintain “the disciples of the churches.” This is done by citing the 
compact of the Puritans who settled Connecticut, as follows: 
—ARSH May 31, 1892, page 338.16 


Forasmuch as it hath pleased the Allmighty God by the wise 
dispensation of his dinyne pruidence so to Order and dispose of 
things that we the inhabitants and Residents of Windsor, Hartford, 
and Wethersfield are now cohabiting and dwelling in and vppon the 
River of Conectecotte and the Lands thereunto adioyneing; And 
well knowing where a people are gathered together, the word of 
God requires that to mayntayne the peace and vnion of such a 
people there should be an orderly and decent Gonerment 
established according to God, to order and dispose of the affayres 
of the people at all season as occation shall require; doe therefore 
assotiate and conioyne ourselues to be as one Publike State or 
Comonwelth; and doe, for our seluce and our Successors and such 
as shall be adjoined to us all day tyme hereafter, enter into 
Combination and Confederation together, to mayntayne and 
preserve the liberty and purity of the gospel of our Lord Jesus wch 
we now prfesse, AS ALSO THE DISCIPLYNE OF TH 
CHURCHESwch according to the truth of the said gospel is now 
practiced amongst vs.ARSH May 31, 1892, page 338.17 


By this “historical” citation, the Supreme Court just as certainly 
establishes and justifies the employment of the “Civil Body Politick” 
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for the maintenance of “the discipline of the churches,” as by the 
previous ones it establishes the Christian religion as the religion of 
this nation. And this decision declares that the language of this 
citation and the language of the national Constitution is “one 
language,” “having one meaning.” By this, therefore, the Supreme 
Court has decided that the civil power, even of the United States 
government, can rightly be employed to maintain the discipline of 
the churches. And this, as we know and have shown over and over 
again, is exactly what the churches are aiming to bring about by the 
national enforcement of Sunday laws; and this is precisely what is 
done by the enforcement of Sunday laws, either State or national. 
And this the decision of the Supreme Court fully establishes by its 
decision, and sanctions and justifies by its (mis)interpretation of the 
national Constitution, ARSH May 31, 1892, page 338.18 


So far, therefore, in this decision, we find a national religion 
established with the maintenance of the discipline of the churches. 
What next?—Why, the requirement of the religious oath of 
witnesses, and the religious test oath as a qualification for office. 
After citing William Penn’s grant of privileges to the province of 
Pennsylvania, and the Declaration of Independence, in which “the 
Creator,” “the Supreme Judge of the world,” and “Divine 
Providence” is referred to, and the constitution of Illinois, in which 
God is recognized, the court quotes from the constitution of 
Maryland, as follows, and for the purpose of establishing the legality 
of the religious oath and the religious test oathi—ARSH May 37, 
1892, page 338.19 


“That as it is the duty of every man to worship God in such manner 
as he thinks most acceptable to him, all persons are equally entitled 
to protection in their religious liberty; wherefore, no person ought, 
by any law, to be molested in his person or estate on account of his 
religious persuasion or profession, or for his religious practice, 
unless, under the color of religion, he shall disturb the good order, 
peace, or safety of the State, or shall infringe the laws of morality, 
or injure others in their natural, civil, or religious rights; nor ought 
any person to be compelled to frequent or maintain or contribute, 
unless on contract, to maintain any place of worship, or any 
ministry; nor shall any person, otherwise competent, be deemed 
incompetent as a witness, or juror, on account of his religious belief; 
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Provided, He believes in the existence of God, and that, under his 
dispensation, such person will be held morally accountable for his 
acts, and be rewarded or punished therefor, either in this world or 
the world to come.”ARSH May 31, 1892, page 338.20 


“Provided he believe in the existence of God.” That is, in other 
words, no man ought to be interfered with in his profession or 
principles of religious belief, provided he holds these according to 
the dictates in all the history of the Catholic Church. It is the very 
doctrine of the papacy. It was also the doctrine of pagan Rome, 
before the papacy supplanted it. Paganism declared that “no man 
should have particular gods of his own, except they are recognized 
by the laws of the State.” But the court continues this quotation, 
providing further:-—ARSH May 31, 1892, page 338.21 


That no religious test ought ever to be required as a qualification for 
any office of profit or trust in this State, other than a declaration of 
belief in the existence of God; nor shall the Legislature prescribe 
anyother oath of office than the oath prescribed by this 
Constitution, ARSH May 31, 1892, page 338.22 


That is the provision and the requirement of the constitution of 
Maryland. But, says the Supreme Court, that speaks the same 
language as the Constitution of the United States, and that the 
Constitution of the United States and this quotation have “one 
meaning.” And although the Constitution of the United States 
positively declares that no religious test shall ever be required as a 
qualification for any office or public trust under this government, this 
decision says that it means that no other religious test shall ever be 
required, as does the constitution of Maryland, for these documents 
“all? have “one language” and “one meaning.” ARSH May 31, 1892, 
page 338.23 


So, then, we find that so far, this decision establishes a national 
religion, with the maintenance of the discipline of the churches, and 
the requirement of the religious oath in court, and the religious test- 
oath as a qualification for office. And what next?—Why, public 
taxation for the support of religion. This is justified and established 
by a quotation from the constitution of Massachusetts, as follows: 
—ARSH May 31, 1892, page 339.1 
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“It is the right as well as the duty of all men in society, publicly and 
at stated seasons, to worship the Supreme Being, the great Creator 
and Preserver of the universe.... As the happiness of a people and 
the good order and preservation of civil government essentially 
dependent upon piety, religion, and morality, and as these cannot 
be generally diffused through a community but by the institution of 
the public worship of God, and of public instructions in piety, 
religion, and morality: Therefore, to promote their happiness and to 
secure the good order and preservation of their government, the 
people of this commonwealth have a right to invest their legislature 
with power to authorize and require, and the Legislature shall, from 
time to time, authorize and require, the several towns, parishes, 
precincts, and other bodies-politic or religious societies to make 
suitable provision, at their own expense, for the institution of the 
public worship of God, and for the support and maintenance of 
public Protestant teachers of piety, religion, and morality in all cases 
where such provision shall not be made voluntarily." ARSH May 37, 
1892, page 339.2 


And says the court, This document and the Constitution of the 
United States have the same language, have “one meaning,” and 
both alike, with all the other quotations, “speak the voice of the 
entire people.” So far, then, by this decision there is established 
here a national religion, with maintenance of the discipline of the 
churches by the civil power, the requirement of the religious oath 
and the religious test-oath, and public taxation for “the worship of 
God” and for “the support and maintenance of public Protestant 
teachers of religion.” The wicked thing grows rapidly as it 
goes.ARSH May 31, 1892, page 339.3 


But what next?—Why, the requirement of all officers, of a belief in 
the doctrine of the Trinity and the inspiration of the Scriptures. This 
is established and justified by a quotation from the constitution of 
Delaware of 1776, as follows:—ARSH May 31, 1892, page 339.4 


“|. A. B., do profess faith in God the Father, and in Jesus Christ his 
only Son, and in the Holy Ghost, one God, blessed forevermore; 
and | do acknowledge the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New 
Testaments to be given by divine inspiration.” ARSH May 31, 1892, 
page 339.5 
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And the doctrine that is held all through the decision, that this thing 
and the Constitution speak the same language and have one 
meaning, is just at this point emphasized in the following words: 
—ARSH May 31, 1892, page 339.6 


Even the Constitution of the United States, which is supposed to 
have little touch upon the private life of the individual, contains in 
the First Amendment a declaration common to the constitution of all 
the States, as follows: “Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof.” 
And also provides that the Executive shall have ten days (Sundays 
excepted) within which to determine whether he will approve or veto 
a bill. [And there is a sly recognition of Sunday observance as 
constitutional.] There is no dissonance in these declarations. There 
is a universal language pervading them all, having one meaning; 
they affirm and re-affirm that this is a religious nation. These are not 
individual sayings, declarations of private persons; they are organic 
utterances; they speak the voice of the entire people. ARSH May 37, 
1892, page 339.7 


Having now established a religion for “the entire people,” with all the 
appurtenances thereto, the court cites and sanctions the declaration 
of the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania, that “Christianity is, and 
always has been, part of the common law,” and then proceeds to 
establish the doctrine that it is blasphemy to speak or act in 
contempt “of the religion professed by almost the whole 
community.” And this is done by citing the pagan decision of Chief 
Justice Kent of New York, which “assumes that we are a Christian 
people."ARSH May 31, 1892, page 339.8 


There remains but one thing more to complete the perfect likeness 
of the whole papal system; and that is the direct and positive 
sanction of Sunday laws. Nor is this one thing lacking. It is fully and 
completely supplied. As before observed, it is broadly hinted at in 
the quotation last made above. But the court does not stop with 
that; it proceeds to cite the Sunday laws as one of the “organic 
utterances,” which proves conclusively that “this is a Christian 
nation.” The words of the court are as follows:—ARSH May 317, 
1892, page 339.9 
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If we pass beyond these matters to a view of American life, as 
expressed by its laws, its business, its customs, and its society, we 
find everywhere a clear recognition of the same truth. Among other 
matters, note the following: The form of oath universally prevailing, 
concluding with an appeal to the Almighty; the custom of opening 
sessions of all deliberative bodies, and most conventions, with 
prayer; the prefatory words of all wills, “In the name of God, Amen;” 
the laws respecting the observance of the Sabbath, with the general 
cessation of all secular business, and the closing of courts, 
legislatures, and other similar public assemblies on that day.... 
These, and many other matters which might be noticed, add a 
volume of unofficial declarations to the mass of organic utterances 
that THIS IS A CHRISTIAN NATIONRSH May 31, 1892, page 
339.10 


Now let us sum this up and see what has been done: There is a 
national religion established, and it is called Christianity and 
Protestantism. With this there is also specifically justified and 
established as the meaning of the Constitution of the United States, 
(1) the maintenance of the discipline of the churches by the civil 
power; (2) the requirement of the religious oath; (3) the requirement 
of the religious test-oath as a qualification for office; (4) public 
taxation for the support of religion and religious teachers; (5) the 
requirement of a belief in the Trinity and the inspiration of “holy 
Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments;” (6) the guilt of 
blasphemy upon every one who speaks or acts in contempt of the 
established religion; (7) and laws for the observance of Sunday, 
with the general cessation of all secular business. All this is 
declared by unanimous decision of the Supreme Court of the United 
States, to be the meaning of the Constitution of the United 
States. ARSH May 31, 1892, page 339.11 


Now what more was ever the papacy than that? What more than 
that was ever required by the papacy?—Not one thing. And all this 
is declared in favor of Protestantism. What, then, is this but the 
legal establishment, and that by the highest court of the 
government,—what is this but the legal establishment of the very 
likeness of the papacy? If there is one here who does not think so, 
then | wish he would tell us what more needs to be done, or what 
more could be done, to make the likeness of the papacy, in the 
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principle of the thing?—in principle, | say, not yet in its practical 
workings, for life has not yet been given to it. But so far as the 
making of the things goes, and the establishment of the principles 
of it, the likeness of the papacy is made in this decision. ARSH May 
31, 1892, page 339.12 


Look at it from another standpoint. Suppose an amendment to the 
Constitution has been passed by Congress and presented to the 
people for adoption. Suppose that amendment had recited in a 
preamble these very historical statements here cited by the 
Supreme Court, and then upon that had declared that this is a 
Christian nation. What then ought Seventh-day Adventists to think? 
| do not say, what would they think, but what ought they to think? 
Ought they not to think that if that should be adopted and become a 
part of the Constitution of the United States, that the image to the 
beast would be made? | think they ought, don’t you? But even more 
than this has been and is now actually done by this decision. If such 
an amendment were even adopted, and so were made a part of the 
Constitution, it would still remain for the Supreme Court to define 
the meaning of it. But the court has already done all this ARSH May 
31, 1892, page 339.13 


The court has traced the whole course of religious purposes in 
government from Ferdinand and Isabella down “to the present 
hour,” and has declared that this is the “meaning” of the 
Constitution as it now stands. This is the unanimous voice of the 
authoritative interpreter of the Constitution. Legally, and so far as 
the governmental action is concerned, what the Supreme Court 
says the Constitution means, that is what it means. Such then being 
the officially declared meaning of the Constitution as it now is, what 
more could be done even by an amendment containing these very 
statements, when it would still remain for the same court to declare 
its meaning?ARSH May 31, 1892, page 339.14 


This decision, therefore, is actually stronger, if anything, than an 
amendment would be in itself. Consequently if we would be justified 
in saying to the people that such an amendment would be the 
making of an image to the beast, how much more are we justified in 
lifting up the voice and saying to all people that this is the making of 
the image to the beast, that that image is now made, and that this 
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decision opens the way for the fulfillment in completest meaning, of 
all that the third angel’s message announces and warns 
against.ARSH May 31, 1892, page 339.15 


Now do not misunderstand. | do not say that the image is living and 
speaking and acting. | only say that in principle it is made. There yet 
remains that life shall be given to it, that it shall speak and act. The 
prophecy says, “They should make an image to the beast,” and that 
“he had power to give life unto the image of the beast that the 
image of the beast should both speak and cause,” etc. The thing 
must be made before life can be given to it. And so far as the 
making of it goes, that is as certainly done by this decision, as it 
could possibly be done in any other way. As to how long it will be 
before the evil thing shall be given life by the enactment or 
enforcement of whatever religious laws or observances bigotry in 
possession of power may choose to enforce—as to this | know 
nothing.ARSH May 31, 1892, page 339.16 


But this | do know: that in view of what this decision has done, it is 
high time to awake out of sleep. It is time every one should know 
just where he stands before God, and with respect to the message 
of warning which the Lord has given to us, that we may give it to all 
the world. Where do you stand? What are you doing? Are you 
ready for the work that is now before us? ARSH May 31, 1892, page 
339.17 


(Concluded next week.) 
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June 7, 1892 


“The Sermon. The Late Decision of the Supreme Court, and the Image of 
the Beast. (Concluded.)” The Advent Review and Sabbath Herald 69, 23, pp. 
353, 354. 


BY ELDER A. T. JONES 
(Battle Creek, Mich.) 
(Concluded). 


THERE is another thing to which | would like to call your attention, 
and ask what it means. In the REVIEW AND HERALD for the las 
three or four weeks, the first article has been upon the subject of 

persecution, and giving directions how we are to act when 

persecuted. | would like to ask you what you think that means. God 

does not send messages to people to whom these messages have 

no reference. God does not speak to people whom he does not 

expect will listen. He sends a message from week to week directly 

upon the subject of persecution, and our standing before judges 

and authorities for the truth’s sake. Is that entirely meaningless? In 

view of the situation of things, as God knows they exist, whether we 

do or not, is not the time of the crisis and the trouble right at the 

door? and the time of persecution hanging right over our heads? He 

has sent to you and me instruction how to get ready for it. Is that the 

use you are making of the instruction that has been given in the 

REVIEW for the last three or four weeks? | will read a passage or 
two:—ARSH June 7, 1892, page 353.1 


Jesus says, “Behold, | send you forth as sheep in the midst of 
wolves.” But you need not meet the wolves in the same spirit that 
they themselves possess. You are to be “as harmless as doves.” In 
meeting those who are fierce of spirit, you must manifest meekness 
and love, and the manifestation of this spirit will frequently change 
the spirit of the wolf, and a wonderful transformation will take place. 
“But beware of men.” Do not open to men all your counsels. Do not 
put implicit confidence in those who know not God, and open to 
them the whole of the sacred treasure of the truth. “For they will 
deliver you up to the councils, and they will scourge you in their 
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synagogues.” This does not mean simply that you will be scourged 
in the synagogues with the tongue, as many of you are to-day in the 
pulpits of the land, but that men making high professions will treat 
you with violence. ARSH June 7, 1892, page 353.2 


“And ye shall be brought before governors and kings for my sake, 
for a testimony against them and the Gentiles.” The light is to be 
brought before kings and before the great men of the earth, 
although they may receive it in the same manner in which Pharaoh 
received the testimony of the Lord, and ask, “Who is the Lord, that | 
should obey his voice?” ARSH June 7, 1892, page 353.3 


Kings, governors, and great men will hear of you through the 
reports of those who are at enmity with you, and your faith and 
character will be misrepresented before them. But those who are 
falsely accused will have an opportunity to appear in the presence 
of their accusers, to answer for themselves.ARSH June 7, 1892, 
page 353.4 


Then when you have opportunity to appear to answer for 
yourselves in courts before judges, will you be ready? Are you 
getting ready? Is that what this means to you?ARSH June 7, 1892, 
page 353.5 


They will have the privilege of bringing the light before those who 
are called the great men of the earth, and if you have studied the 
Bible; if you are ready to give an answer to every man that asketh 
you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear, 
your enemies will not be able to gainsay your wisdom. You now 
have an opportunity to attain to the greatest intellectual power 
through the study of the word of God. But if you are indolent, and 
fail to dig deep in the mines of truth, you will not be ready for the 
crisis that is soon to come upon us. O that you would realize that 
each moment is golden!ARSH June 7, 1892, page 353.6 


If you will live by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of 
God, you will not be found unprepared. If your work is wrought in 
God, and you will do as Christ has commanded you, your intellect 
will expand; for “the entrance of thy words giveth light.” David 
exclaims, “O how love | thy law! It is my meditation all the day. Thou 
through thy commandments hast made me wiser than mine 
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enemies: for they are ever with me. | have more understanding than 
all my teachers; for thy testimonies are my meditation. | understand 
more than the ancients, because | keep thy precepts.”ARSH June 
7, 1892, page 353.7 


“But when they deliver you up, take no thought how or what ye shall 
speak: for it shall be given you in that same hour what ye shall 
speak. For it is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of your Father which 
speaketh in you.” You are now to get ready for the time of 
trial." ARSH June 7, 1892, page 353.8 


Now, are you doing that? Are you storing your mind with the truth? 
Are you storing your mind with the principles of righteousness, so 
that when you are called before courts, God’s Spirit may bring to 
your remembrance whatsoever Jesus has said unto you? Paul 
stood there; he was brought to the test. He says, “No man stood 
with me,“—in the presence of Nero, too. “No man stood with me,” 
nevertheless God “stood with me.” How do you stand with God from 
day to day, from hour to hour? If you are standing with him now, 
you will certainly know that then he is standing with you, ande he 
will stand with you both now and then; for he says, “I! am with you 
always.” If you do not know that now, how will you know it then? 
Now is the time to prepare. Are you read? Everything is ready but 
us. Everything in the world is ready but the Seventh-day Adventists. 
But the blessedness of it is that God is getting his people ready, 
those who will be made ready. But if you despise the message and 
the word, how can he possibly get you ready? But | read further: 
—ARSH June 7, 1892, page 353.9 


When you are brought to the test, how do you know that you will not 
be alone, with no earthly friend at your side? Will you then be able 
to realize that Christ is your support? Will you be able to recall the 
promise, “Lo, | am with you always, even unto the end of the 
world?” There will be invisible ones all about you bent upon your 
destruction. Satan and his agents will seek in every way to make 
you waver from your steadfastness to God and his truth. But if you 
have an eye single to his glory, you need not take thought as to 
how you shall witness for his truth.... The time is not far off when the 
people of God will be called upon to give their testimony before the 
rulers of the earth. Not one in twenty has a realization of what rapid 
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strides we are making toward the great crisis in our history. ARSH 
June 7, 1892, page 353.10 


That was written in Australia, but sent here and published. And 
while it was being written, the very thing that it pointed out was 
being done—that which opens the way for the very things that these 
words say are coming upon you and me. What use are you making 
of these things? The time is not far off when the people of God will 
be called upon to give their testimony before the rulers of the earth. 
Everything is ready but Seventh-day Adventists. In many cases it is 
the hardest thing in the world to get Seventh-day Adventists to see 
where they are. Everything is ready but the church; but God is 
getting the church ready, and he will get everything ready that will 
be got ready. It is so, we know that this must be accomplished in a 
little while. | thank God it takes but a little while for him to make a 
Christian. So many Seventh-day Adventists have been working for 
so many years to make themselves Christians, and have failed, that 
they fear to trust God, lest it take him longer than it did them.ARSH 
June 7, 1892, page 353.11 


You cannot make yourself a Christian; you have tried it all these 
years. When you and | in times past have been thinking that the 
coming of the Lord was so near, we hoped that it might not come so 
soon, that we might have a little longer time to get ready. How much 
longer would it take, in the way we have been working in times past, 
to get ourselves ready, fit to be accepted in the sight of the Lord? 
How long? You who have been at it the longest, and tried it the 
hardest, how long do you think it would take to get yourselves 
ready? You and | cannot do it. we have tried that long enough, and 
at times have been so discouraged with our efforts that we have 
almost given up in despair, but did not dare to give up entirely, 
because eternal life is precious, and we want to obtain it. ARSH 
June 7, 1892, page 353.12 


Yet the fact is, that we must have a character that the Lord himself 
cannot see a single flaw in,—a character to which the perfect law of 
God will witness that it is righteous,—a character that will stand in 
perfect harmony with the ten commandments, in their deepest, 
completest meaning. But we have tried our best to attain to this, but 
have only failed, deplorably failed. Now how long shall that thing 
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continue before we become righteous enough to be accepted of 
God, and to pass the searching test of the judgment?ARSH June 7, 
1892, page 354.1 


| say, another means must be resorted to. We must look beyond 
ourselves for righteousness. We must have something better than 
our own efforts to depend upon. We must look to another source for 
power to make us fit to stand before God. Thank God, there is a 
power that can accomplish that: and that power will accomplish it, if 
you will only let it. it is not a question of time with God. It is a 
question as to whether you will submit or not, to let him accomplish 
his own holy purpose. It is not a question of how much power is 
required to do it, but whether you will let him employ that 
power.ARSH June 7, 1892, page 354.2 


“Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of 
God? Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolators, nor 
adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind, 
nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor 
extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God.” How are you 
dealing? Are you swindling? Are you cheating your neighbors? 
What are you doing? That kind of people are not going into the 
kingdom of God. But thank God, there stands that other verse: “And 
such were some of you; but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, 
but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit 
of our God.” | know there is virtue enough in the blood of Jesus to 
wash the sinner clean. | know that there is power in the name of 
Jesus and in the Spirit of our God to make the vilest clean in the 
sight of God. | know that there is power in Jesus Christ to make any 
man a Christian. | know there is power there, and it does not require 
a great deal of time for it to work. That power can make a man a 
Christian if the man will let it. For God has set forth Jesus “to 
declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past.” It 
is the righteousness of God himself, and it is a free gift unto all and 
upon all them that believe, and there is no difference. And the 
righteousness of God will be accepted by the holy law. This is the 
character that will pass every test of the righteous judgment of God. 
This righteousness, this character, is the gift of God which is by 
faith of Jesus Christ. There is a character which, if you will receive it 
and depend upon it, will safely pass you in the judgment which is 
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now pending, and which will soon be past forever. It is the character 
which God himself formed in Jesus Christ. There is a character that 
reaches from infancy to the grave; it is the free gift of God to every 
one who will take it. and if any one does not have it, he will be left 
outside the kingdom of God. But says this word that | have read: 
—ARSH June 7, 1892, page 354.3 


Not one in twenty has a realization of the rapid strides we are 
making toward the great crisis in our history. The angels of God are 
holding the four winds, and this leads many to cry. Peace and 
safety. But there is not time for vanity, for trifling, for engaging the 
mind in unimportant matters. We must empty the soul temple of 
every defilement, and let the Spirit of God take full possession of 
the heart, that the character may be transformed.ARSH June 7, 
1892, page 354.4 


“Not one in twenty.” On which side do you stand? Do you stand with 
the “one” or with the “twenty”? For my part, | would rather stand with 
the “one,” even at the risk of being considered fanciful and extreme, 
than to stand with the “twenty.”ARSH June 7, 1892, page 354.5 


The paper of the following week goes on with the same object; the 
paper of the preceding week talks about the same thing. What do 
these things mean? Why is it that instructions are coming to us as a 
people, saying that persecution is near, and giving instruction as to 
what to do when it comes? What does that mean if it does not mean 
what it says? if that time is not at the door, and before our eyes? It 
is coming, and God wants us to be ready when it comes. Are you 
ready?ARSH June 7, 1892, page 354.6 


Here is this letter from Tennessee, published in the REVIEW the 
other day, as to how the brethren were arrested there. | want to 
read that, and ask you what that means:—ARSH June 7, 1892, 
page 354.7 


Springville, Tenn., April 13, 1892 
A. O. Tait, Battle Creek, Mich. 


DEAR BROTHER: Yours of March 27 was received some time ago, 
and you requested that | should let you know all of the particulars in 
regard to the arrests made here for Sunday labor. Since my last 
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writing, other facts have come to light. One of our neighbors was at 
the county-seat on business, and the State’s attorney came in and 
asked him if he lived in the Advent community. He replied that he 
did. The attorney asked, “Do they keep up their Sunday work?” He 
answered, “Yes, and none of the Advents will deny it." ARSH June 
7, 1892, page 354.8 


Then the attorney requested him to give him the names of five of 
the leading church-members, which he did. The State’s attorney 
said he had heard the circuit judge. Judge Swiggart, say he was 
going to put a stop to that Sunday desecration.ARSH June 7, 1892, 
page 354.9 


So the five warrants were issued, and are in the sheriff's hands. But 
it seems that he has understood that we will not give bonds, and so 
will wait until court sits, which will be the fourth Monday in May. 
These are the facts in the case. | will write again as soon as there 
are further developments.ARSH June 7, 1892, page 354.10 


Your brother in the one faith, J. MOON. 


What does that clause mean which says that he asked for the 
leading members of the church? Such inquiries as that will be made 
sometime for the leading members of the Seventh-day Adventist 
church in Battle Creek. What does that mean to those who are now 
leading members of this church? What does it mean to those who 
are not? It means that when a whole people are violating the law, 
the leaders of that people will be the first to be prosecuted and the 
first called. | simply ask you, brethren and sisters, to think of these 
things. ARSH June 7, 1892, page 354.11 


Here is another pointer | picked up yesterday:—ARSH June 7, 
1892, page 354.12 


Dr. Parkhurst, of unsavory notoriety because of his sensational 
methods for the “suppression” of vice in this city, has been invited to 
Washington by a number of prominent persons, including Senators 
Cullom and Dawes, Postmaster-General Wanamaker, Ex-Justice 
Strong and Justice Brewer, to tell what he knows about the “duty of 
the Christian church in relation to the execution of the civil law.” 
This is significant. ARSH June 7, 1892, page 354.13 
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This is indeed significant. For when men standing at the head of the 
government of the United States, send for a preacher who resorts 
to such devices as Dr. Parkhurst and all these modern inquisitors 
use; when men at the head of the government send for such 
preachers to know how the church can aid in executing the law, 
what does that mean?—It means that the two bodies, the Church 
and the State, are coming together. But in the day when the 
government of the United States calls the clergy of the United 
States to its aid in enforcing the law of the country, that day the 
government of the United States would better give up the whole 
thing bodily to the bad, and let it go. For it is impossible for any 
government ever to be as bad separate from the church, as every 
government is bound to be which is joined to the church. These are 
some of the things that are going on right before our eyes. What 
use are you making of them, brethren? It is time to awake out of 
sleep. Now is our salvation nearer than when we believed. ARSH 
June 7, 1892, page 354.14 


Do not these things mean that there is now coming to pass what the 
Lord said would come? Doesn't this mean that the things which the 
third angel’s message has so long been speaking of are now here? 
Forty-one years ago this month, Elder Andrews wrote the first 
article that was ever put in print, stating that there would be in this 
country a union of Church and State. In 1851 that was printed. It 
had been talked of before, but that was the first time it had been 
printed and spread before the nation. Suppose brother Andrews 
should stand to-day in this tabernacle and read that decision of the 
Supreme Court of the United States. What would he say to you? 
Would he not say to-day, “Brethren, there stands the thing that | told 
you of forty-one years ago”?ARSH June 7, 1892, page 354.15 


O, that he were here to tell it! He has been called away. But there 
are others who have not been called away. Will you not tell it? is it 
not time for you to tell it? How much longer shall we wait for the 
people to accept these things? What shall we do? God tells us what 
to do. Awake, awake; that is what he tells us to do. ARSH June 7, 
1892, page 354.16 


Think of these things, brethren. There is much more of it. but think 
of this that has been told. | beg of you, think seriously of these 
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things; for they are laden with meaning. They mean just what the 
third angel’s message has been saying all these years. The thing is 
done. As respects the principle of the thing, the image of the beast 
is made. Yet /ife is not yet given to it. These warnings that God 
gives, show that it will not be long until life is given to it. ARSH June 
7, 1892, page 354.17 


This, however, is not the only side to look at. Here is the bright side; 
God has shown it. This is the side that makes bright even the other 
side. Here is God’s message to us in this time: “Life up your eyes to 
the heavens, and look upon the earth beneath: for the heavens 
shall vanish away like smoke, and the earth shall wax old like a 
garment, and they that dwell therein shall die in like manner: but my 
salvation shall be forever, and my righteousness shall not be 
abolished. Hearken unto me, yet that know righteousness, the 
people in whose heart is my law; fear ye not the reproach of men, 
neither be ye afraid of their revilings. For the moth shall eat them up 
like a garment, and the worm shall eat them like wool: but my 
righteousness shall be forever, and my salvation from generation to 
generation. Awake, Awake, put on strength, O arm of the Lord; 
awake, as in the ancient days, in the generations of old. Art thou not 
it that hath cut Rahab, and wounded the dragon? Art thou not it 
which hath dried the sea, the waters of the great deep: that hath 
made the depths of the sea a way for the ransomed to pass over? 
Therefore the redeemed of the Lord shall return, and come with 
singing unto Zion; and everlasting joy shall be upon their head: they 
shall obtain gladness and joy; and sorrow and mourning shall flee 
away. /, even I, am he that comforteth you: who art thou, that thou 
shouldest be afraid of a man that shall die, and of the Son of man 
which shall be made as grass: and forgettest the Lord thy Maker, 
that hath stretched forth the heavens, and laid the foundations of 
the earth: and hast feared continually every day because of the fury 
of the oppressor, as if he were ready to destroy? And where is the 
fury of the oppressor? The captive exile hasteneth that he may be 
loosed, and that he should not die in the pit, nor that his bread 
should fail [shall speedily be loosed; and he shall not die and go 
down into the pit, neither shall his bread fail. Revised Version.]. But 
| am the Lord thy God, that divided the sea, whose waves roared: 
The Lord of hosts is his name. And | have put my words in thy 
mouth, and | have covered thee in the shadow of mind hand, that | 
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may plant the heavens, and lay the foundations of the earth, and 
say unto Zion, Thou art my people.” /saiah 51:6-16.ARSH June 7, 
1892, page 354.18 


Are you his people? Are you his people? Let his words be true 
indeed. There is where we are to look. God says, Ye shall live. He 
says, You shall pass through unharmed. “I am with you.” The time 
has come of which he has told us, of which he has warned us. May 
the Lord’s Spirit rest upon us, that we may realize where we are, 
and be ready for this time of trial and test that hangs right over our 
heads.ARSH June 7, 1892, page 354.19 
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June 14, 1892 


“The Sermon. The Late Decision of the Supreme Court, and the Image of 
the Beast 1Second sermon preached in the Tabernacle at Battle Creek, May 21, 1892. 
Reported for REVIEW by W. E. HOWELL.» The Advent Review and Sabbath Herald 
69, 24, pp. 369, 370. 


BY ELDER A. T. JONES 
(Battle Creek, Mich.) 


A GOOD many questions have been asked since this time last 
Sabbath, besides the ones | asked while here. Some have been 
asked to me; many, to others. | want to ask some more to-day. 
There were three classes in this audience last Sabbath: one class 
saw the truth of what was set before them; another class did not 
know whether to believe it or not, exactly: a third class did not see it 
at all, because they did not believe it. | have no qualifications to 
make to-day of what was brought before you last Sabbath. If | 
should speak on that same subject again, all | could do would be to 
emphasize what has been said,—that the evidences that are 
brought before everybody in the United States now show plainly 
that practically, so far as principle goes, the image of the beast is 
made. | say again, all that remains is to give life to it. | do not know 
how long it will be before that is done; | make no comments nor 
remarks upon that at all. | Know nothing about it; but | do know that 
the thing is true that far. As to how long it will take to give life to it 
and carry these things into practice, | know nothing. | am waiting to 
see; that is all. ARSH June 14, 1892, page 369.1 


Here is what | would like to lay before you all. | shall do it slowly, 
and ask you all to think: | suppose that nineteen twentieths of those 
who are here to-day, and those who were here last Sabbath, are 
Seventh-day Adventists. That which makes us Seventh-day 
Adventists is the third angel’s message; and that message is a 
warning to all people against the worship of the beast and his 
image. We, being Seventh-day Adventists, are, therefore, by the 
very name as well as the profession itself, professedly giving that 
message to the world. That is well enough. Now is any Seventh-day 
Adventist who cannot tell the image of the beast when he sees it, 
qualified to give that message of warning against the worship of it 
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and the beast? | want you to think of this, therefore | will say it 
again.ARSH June 14, 1892, page 369.2 


The third angel’s message warns against the worship of the beast 
and his image. That message has made us_ Seventh-day 
Adventists. We are therefore in a place to give that warning, and 
that is what God expects of us, that is what the world expects of us, 
and that is what our name demands we shall do. | say that is all 
right so far; but further, | say, being a Seventh-day Adventist, if | 
cannot discern indeed, and know the image of the beast when | see 
it, then am | qualified to give that message to other people not to 
worship him? If you are in that position, are you qualified to give 
that message? If you do not know, and would not know, the image 
of the beast when you saw it, then what are you here for? | do not 
mean what are you in the Tabernacle for, | mean what are you 
Seventh-day Adventists for? What are you professing to give that 
message to the world for? Ask yourselves this question, 
please.ARSH June 14, 1892, page 369.3 


Let us look at the Scripture a little while. Let us read that prophecy 
of the beast and his image image in Revelation 13. The first half of 
the chapter gives a description of the beast and what it did; the 
latter part, a description of the image of the beast, and what it is to 
do: “Saying to them that dwell on the earth, that they should make 
an image to the beast, which had the wound by a sword, and did 
live. And he had power to give /ife unto the image of the beast, that 
the image of the beast should both speak, and cause,” etc. That 
speaks first of the image of the beast, then a living image, then a 
speaking image, then an acting image. It is to be therefore a living, 
speaking, acting image of the papacy.ARSH June 14, 1892, page 
369.4 


Then it will not be a mere statue, or a picture on paper, lifeless, but 
it will be a living image of the original. It will be alive; it will /ive like 
the other, and it will speak like the other, and it will act like the 
other. Now we have seen statues or pictures of men, and being 
acquainted with the persons, we could tell whether the statue or the 
portrait was a very close likeness or not. In general, they are so 
very close that any one who is at all acquainted with the original can 
recognize the likeness. Now when a person wants to express the 
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closest possible likeness of one thing to another, he says it is a 
living image of it. you have doubtless heard persons, looking at a 
portrait, say, “It seems almost as though he ought to speak.” That is 
exactly what the Scripture says about the image of the beast; the 
likeness is so close that every feature will be so precisely like the 
original that he will actually speak. ARSH June 14, 1892, page 369.5 


But how are we going to be able to recognize, and to know, that this 
thing is the image of the other? Suppose | had here a photograph, 
or portrait, large enough for all to recognize the features plainly, and 
should hold it up before you, how could you tell of whom that was a 
likeness? Who alone in the house would be best able to tell? Those 
who know nothing about the original, or those who are best 
acquainted with the original? | ask you to think of these things, 
brethren, because they will be for you to think of every day from this 
day forward, and more and more as the days go by. ARSH June 74, 
1892, page 369.6 


| ask again, If | should hold up the picture of some one, who in this 
house could tell of whom that was a picture? You all know that it 
would be the one who is best acquainted with the original. If there 
was any one here who was acquainted with the person himself, had 
seen him, had studied his countenance and his features, and was 
perfectly familiar with him, he would be the best qualified to tell how 
correct the likeness was, would he not? If there should be one here 
who knew nothing about the original, wno knew none of his 
features, would he be qualified to tell whether that was a likeness of 
him or not? This is the point | want to get into your minds: /f you 
want to know and recognize the image of the beast, and know 
every feature of him just as quick as you see him, STUDY THE 
ORIGINAL study the beast. Isn’t that correct? Isn’t that the way to 
get at the trust of this thing? ARSH June 14, 1892, page 369.7 


Let us take that picture again, and hold it up before you: Suppose 
no one of you, nor | either, ever saw the person, or knew anything 
about the person of whom it is a picture, how could we tell of whom 
it was a picture? How could we tell that it was not simply some 
man’s fancy that had graven it, and had made a picture of no 
particular person, but simply a picture from his own imagination? 
Not one of us could tell. But if any one had seen the person of 
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whom this is a picture, and was acquainted with him, had studied 
his features and his characteristics, he could say in a moment, 
“That is the likeness of’ such and such a person. Then, if you had 
any confidence in his statement; if you had any idea that he was 
acquainted with that person, or that he had ever seen him, then 
ever after, when you should see that picture, you could tell whose 
picture it was. Yet this would be to you only borrowed knowledge. 
The only possible way in which you could ever know of yourself, of 
your own knowledge, that that was a picture of that other person, is 
for you to see that very person yourself. And the more you should 
study the original, the more fully you should become acquainted 
with him, with his features, the expression of his countenance, and 
his characteristics, the more readily you would be qualified to 
recognize him in the picture wouldn’t you?ARSH June 14, 1892, 
page 369.8 


Now the Scripture says that an image of the beast is to be made. It 
is to be a /iving image, it will speak and act just like the other. Then 
when the Scripture tells you and me to look out for the image of the 
beast, and be afraid of that image of the beast,—not afraid in the 
sense of being afraid that it will hurt you, but being afraid of falling 
into the way of worshiping it,—then the thing for you and me to do is 
to study the thing of which it is an image. Study that, and get 
acquainted with that, and then you will have no difficulty whatever in 
detecting the image of the beast whenever, and in whatever way it 
appears.ARSH June 14, 1892, page 369.9 


Now aside from this Supreme Court decision which has struck the 
key of the whole situation, there are no fewer than a dozen distinct 
things now before the American people, any one of which if left to 
itself to run to its logical course and reach its logical outcome, would 
make all that the third angel’s message warns against, and all that it 
tells about. | say there are no less than a dozen of these things. 
Now do you know that? Are you able to see the image of the beast, 
the features of the papacy, in all these things that are before your 
eyes? If not, why not?ARSH June 14, 1892, page 370.1 


As | said last Sabbath, more than forty years this thing has been 
talked about. For forty years it has been said that this thing was 
coming. Is it going to be forty years more before it comes? | very 
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much fear that it will be more than that to many who do not see it 
now; for the very reason that the unbelief or the carelessness which 
has blinded the minds of those who do not now see it, will simply 
grow more and more upon them, and they will be unable to see it 
when it stands up alive, in its direct and positive workings; and so 
when it does come and stand here in its direct workings, enforcing 
the mark of the beast, | have fears that they will compromise with it, 
and that they will actually keep Sunday, because the law says 
so.ARSH June 14, 1892, page 370.2 


Now some do not see the image of the beast in this thing, because 
they have a scheme fixed up in their own minds as to just what the 
image to the beast will be, and just how it is going to be made. But 
just as certain as one is in that position, he will never see it as long 
as he holds to that idea. Because that thing is not going to be made 
in the way that any man may imagine, nor according to any plan he 
would lay out. No one but the Lord knows exactly how that thing is 
going to be made. and it will be made in such a way that none can 
see it clearly except through the third angel’s message. Just as sure 
as we fix up a plan in our minds, and say it will come just so, then 
just that way it will never come, because that is our way: that is the 
way we would have it come, and that is not the way it is going to 
come.ARSH June 14, 1892, page 370.3 


So please let me say to you, Never you fix any plan in your mind, 
not let any other people’s ideas come into your mind, as to just how 
that thing will come. For just as sure as you do it, you will be just 
that far unprepared to see the thing and recognize it and meet it 
when it domes come. If you have any such ideas now, banish them 
this minute, and never entertain them again. Never originate any of 
your own as to how it is going to be, nor let anybody lead you off, 
never.ARSH June 14, 1892, page 370.4 


This is the thing to do: Seek God, study his word that speaks of this, 
as he tells you to study it, and then stand, watch, wait, and be ready 
to detect that wicked thing the moment it appears, however it may 
come, and in whatever way it may come. Be thus ready to detect it 
and to understand its principles, and then you will not be taken 
unawares, you will not be caught in the trap. But just as surely as 
you set up your own idea and form a plan as to how that thing is 
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going to be, how it will come in, and what features will come in first, 
just so certainly you will not be able to discern it at all when it does 
come: for your eyes will be on the wrong thing.-ARSH June 174, 
1892, page 370.5 


Let us return to the necessity of studying the original in order to 
recognize an image. There is the papacy, the beast, that has been 
made: its history, its living self, stands before the world. There is the 
original of which this is to be so close a likeness. Now | say if you 
and | will be prepared to recognize that image just as soon as it 
appears, and whatever feature of it does appear, we must be 
acquainted with the original. And if we would understand the 
making of this, we must understand the making of the other. Do you 
know how the other was made? Let me read a line or two from 
“Testimony No. 32,” p. 205: “Protestants are working in disguise to 
bring Sunday to the front, as did the Romanists.” How did the 
Romanists do it? Do you know? That is simply saying that the 
image of the beast is being made now, just as the beast was being 
made then. How was he made? do you know? Have you studied 
that thing?ARSH June 14, 1892, page 370.6 


Well, says one, “I have not had time to give to these things as | 
know | ought to.” Let me tell you, my brethren, you have no time for 
anything else. | know that there is in a measure an excuse for some 
of the brethren; but there is no shadow of excuse for any Seventh- 
day Adventist minister in that respect. No Seventh-day Adventist 
minister has any kind of excuse whatever for not having studied the 
making of the beast, and what the beast is, until he is perfectly 
familiar with every feature of it, because that is just what he is here 
for. He is called of God as a watchman to this people and this 
generation, and he must not let his time run by listlessly and 
carelessly, and not study that thing and know every feature of it, so 
he can point it out to the people in whatever way it may 
appear.ARSH June 14, 1892, page 370.7 


The minister is entirely without excuse from that standpoint alone; 
but he is doubly so in view of the fact that, nine years ago, in this 
Tabernacle in General Conference, a testimony was presented in 
which the ministers were told plainly that that thing was working 
secretly, and would be sprung on the people unawares; and for this 
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reason every minister of the Seventh-day Adventist Church was told 
to study that thing, to be ready and watchful, so that the moment it 
appeared, the warning might be given. This has been neglected 
these nine years, and to-day ministers who were in that Conference 
know scarcely any more about it than they did then. Those who 
were in a position then to take the lead in the study of that thing, 
and in following the directions of that testimony, took the other 
course, and instead of preparing the people, and preparing 
themselves to prepare the people, to see that thing, to show it to 
them the moment it appeared, they thought, “Well, that is all good 
enough to talk about, but then we must be very careful not to 
discuss that subject at the expense of the third angel’s message 
and to the neglect of that.” You cannot discuss that subject to the 
neglect of the third angel’s message, because it is the third angel’s 
message. Any one who is afraid of discussing or studying that 
subject to the neglect of the third angel’s message, does not know 
what the third angel’s message is. ARSH June 14, 1892, page 370.8 


In the words of “Testimony No. 33,” p. 243, | would say: “May the 
Lord forgive our brethren for thus interpreting the very message for 
this time.” Again: | say from the principle of the thing, standing as a 
minister, called of God at this time, it should be his sole object, and 
he has no time for anything else than to study that thing and 
become acquainted with it, so that he can detect any feature of the 
image when it appears, and show it to the people, that none may be 
deceived. From that standpoint along every Seventh-day Adventist 
minister is without excuse; but when God sends special instruction 
upon it, how to prepare for it, they are doubly without excuse in not 
knowing. All are still less without excuse now than before; because 
in the book “The Two Republics,” every material feature of the 
papacy, in itself and in its making, is portrayed. And it is now seven 
months since the book was issued—long enough for every 
Seventh-day Adventist in the United States to have studied it 
thoroughly. How much longer will they put it off? Thus it is that 
some are now unable to recognize it when it stands right before 
their faces. ARSH June 14, 1892, page 370.9 


But just let me say to you, There are some people, not Seventh-day 
Adventists, who are able to recognize it. the Sunday-law people 
recognize it. Therefore | call your attention to what they say about it. 
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| have here a copy of the Christian Statesman, the number in which 
was printed that very Supreme Court decision which | read here last 
Sabbath. The Statesman of April 30, 1892, says:—ARSH June 14, 
1892, page 370.10 


The Seventh-day Adventists and other advocates of the secular 
theory of government are greatly agitated by this decision.ARSH 
June 14, 1892, page 370.11 


Is that true? Are you agitated over it? Strictly speaking, that 
statement was written, there was hardly one in a dozen of the 
Seventh-day Adventists who had learned of the Supreme Court 
decision. How, then, could the National Reformers know that we 
were greatly agitated by it? Ah! they know that that decision does 
the very thing that we have been all this time saying would be done. 
They know that that decision brings the very thing which we have 
been all this time saying would come. They know that this makes 
and sets up the very thing which we have been looking for. And 
knowing this, they naturally expect us to be agitated by it; knowing 
this, they know that we ought to be agitated by it. When they see 
this thing done, they know that that means what we have been 
talking about. When they see these things come to pass that we 
have been talking about, they know that that means what the third 
angel’s message has been warning against. They know that strikes 
at us. They know that the very thing has come which we have been 
saying would come. Now when they know it, and are so prompt to 
declare it, ought not we to know it and be just as prompt to declare 
it? ARSH June 14, 1892, page 370.12 


Again: | ask, Are the Seventh-day Adventists agitated over it? if not, 
is it not time that they were? | do not mean to be agitated in any 
such way as to be shown in flighty or scared demonstrations, but in 
a solemn seeking of God, keeping pace with the message, drinking 
deeply of the true spirit of the message, studying God’s word, his 
warnings, and instructions, and showing to others the light and truth 
which we ourselves have received.ARSH June 14, 1892, page 
370.13 


(Concluded next week.) 
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June 21, 1892 


“The Sermon. The Late Decision of the Supreme Court, and the Image of 
the Beast. (Concluded.)” The Advent Review and Sabbath Herald 69, 25, pp. 
385-387. 


BY ELDER A. T. JONES 
(Battle Creek, Mich.) 
(Concluded). 


YET | know that some still ask, “Must not there be an amendment to 
the Constitution?” and, “Have we not taken the position that there is 
to be an amendment to the Constitution?” We have preached that 
there might be an amendment to the Constitution, and that a strong 
effort was being made to secure such an amendment. We have 
said that that is a way in which it might be done. But | never 
supposed for a moment that any one had ever taken the position 
that that is the way in which it must be done—that it must be done 
that way or not at all, or that that is the precise way in which the 
image of the beast would be made. we all know that it could be 
done that way; but | never supposed any one would fix upon that as 
just the way in which it would be done.ARSH June 21, 1892, page 
385.1 


It was to call your attention to this very point that | said what | did 
here in the early part of March. From the drift of things which were 
then already in sight, | said to you that an amendment was not 
essential, and that we were not to look definitely for that; but that 
the danger was that it would be slipped in by the courts without any 
sign of an amendment at all. And this is precisely what was then 
being done, or rather had been done only a few days before, 
though none knew it.ARSH June 21, 1892, page 385.2 


There is another point worthy of consideration here: We need never 
expect that Satan will do his work so openly and plainly that 
everybody will know that it is he who is working. Are you not well 
enough acquainted with his devices to know that? Then ought we 
not to know that to accomplish his purpose in this, he would not 
employ means so open and palpable that everybody in the United 
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States would be able to see it, and recognize his hand in it?— 
Indeed, we ought. The papacy was not made that way; and we 
need not expect that the image will be made that way. Everything 
that was ever done, every step that was ever taken in the making of 
the papacy, was by silent encroachment, by stealthy, underhanded 
means, by imposing itself upon the government and people before 
they were aware of it, or even suspected it. Thus was the papacy 
made, and we need not expect that the image will be made in any 
other way. No! The great mass of the people will be deceived by 
appearances and pretensions, until they find themselves in the very 
grasp of the evil thing. The question that concerns us is, Shall we to 
whom God has given the light and truth upon this very thing—shall 
we be deceived by it? or shall we be able to detect itPARSH June 
21, 1892, page 385.3 


There stands the fact; that by the supreme legal authority of this 
government, there has been established in favor of Protestantism 
all that was ever required by any government in favor of the papacy. 
Then is not that an image of the papacy? This being the fact, is it 
not now, this very hour, the calling and the work of every one who 
knows of the third angel’s message, so to deliver that message as 
to awake the people to what stands before them, and to lead them 
to escape the ruin that speedily comes as a consequence of this 
fact? ARSH June 21, 1892, page 385.4 


That union of Church and State which made the papacy, utterly 
ruined the government which made it. It completely ruined the 
Roman empire. And so surely will the ruin of this nation come of this 
evil thing here. And not only this, but as this nation, as it was made, 
and as it has formerly been, has been a light and an example to the 
world, so when the order is reversed, and it becomes the agent of 
cruelty, oppression, and persecution, it will also be in this an 
example to the world; and the ruin of the nation carries with it the 
ruin of the world. As the example of this nation in freedom and 
liberality has tended to carry the world away from the papacy, just 
so its example in oppression and persecution will have the 
tendency to swing back the world into sympathy and alliance with 
the papacy. And thus will the papacy be lifted to the highest place 
that it ever stood in the world. And so will be fulfilled the prophecy: 
“And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names 
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are not written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the 
foundation of the world.”ARSH June 21, 1892, page 385.5 


And what is it that makes it sure that our names shall ever be found 
in the book of life?—The third angel’s message, and that alone. For 
this message goes forth in this the great day of atonement, and 
here is the word: “He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in 
white raiment; and / will not blot out his name our of the book of 
life.” The third angel’s message brings to every one the security that 
the name of every one who receives it will be retained in the Lamb’s 
book of life; while every one who receives it not will be left to 
worship the beast and his image, and to fall in the fearful ruin that 
comes upon all the world. ARSH June 21, 1892, page 385.6 


Then | ask you again, Is it not time that the people who see these 
things and know them, were preparing for what is coming, for what 
is in this evil step, and for what is bound to come out of it? Is it not 
time? We have been talking of these things all these years, and 
now when the time has come that it stands right before our doors, 
and when the very thing has been pointed out for these forty years 
has come, showing that the coming of Christ is right at the doors, 
are you glad to know that it is so? or are you afraid that it is 
so?ARSH June 21, 1892, page 385.7 


Here are a few extracts | wish to read and call your attention to. 
This was sent to me by the General Conference Committee to be 
used in the camp-meetings; and perhaps | might as well begin the 
use of it right here. This first extract is addressed primarily to 
“brethren in responsible positions,” but it speaks afterward to 
“brethren in responsible positions,” but it speaks afterward to 
brethren in all positions:—ARSH June 21, 1892, page 385.8 


Brethren in responsible positions, you are in danger. | lift my voice 
in warning. Beware! Unless you watch, and keep your garments 
unspotted from the world, Satan will stand as your captain. It is no 
time now to hide your colors, no time to turn traitor, when the battle 
presses sore. It is no time to lay down or hide our weapons, and 
give Satan the advantage in the warfare. Watchmen on the walls of 
Zion must be wide awake. Call to your fellow-watchmen in no 
sleepy terms, “The morning cometh, and also the night.” If no 
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response is made, then know that the watchman is unfaithful. It is 
no time now to relax our efforts, to become tame and spiritless; no 
time to hide our light under a bushel; to speak smooth things, to 
prophesy deceit. No, no; there is no place for sleepy watchmen on 
the walls of Zion. Every power is to be employed wholly and entirely 
for God. Maintain your allegiance, bearing testimony for God and 
for truth. Be not turned aside by any suggestions the world may 
make. We can make no compromise. There is a living issue before 
us, which will be of vital importance to the remnant people of God, 
to the very close of this earth’s history; for eternal interests are here 
involved. We are to look constantly to the Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Captain of our salvation. All that Jesus did on the earth, was done 
with an eye single to the glory of his Father. He says, “As the Father 
gave me commandment, even so | do.” “This commandment have | 
received of my Father.” In all he did, he was working out the will of 
his Father, so that his life on earth was a manifestation of the divine 
perfection. The union of divinity with humanity in Christ, was to 
reveal to us God’s purpose to bring men into the closest connection 
with himself. We cannot possibly be happy without him. ARSH June 
21, 1892, page 385.9 


The original apostasy began in a disbelief and denial of the truth. 
We are to fix the eye of faith steadfastly upon Jesus. When the 
days come, as they surely will, in which the law of God is made 
void, the zeal of the true and loyal should rise with the emergency, 
and should be the more warm and decided, and their testimony 
should be the more positive and unflinching. But we are to do 
nothing in a defiant spirit, and we shall not if our hearts are fully 
surrendered to God.ARSH June 21, 1892, page 385.10 


Now is the time for God’s people to take up the duties that lie next 
them. Be faithful in the little things; for on the right performance of 
these hang great results. Do not leave the work which needs to be 
done, because it appears to your judgment to be small and 
inconsiderable. Make up every waste place, repair the breaches as 
fast as they occur. Let no differences or dissensions exist in the 
church. Let all go to work to help some one who needs help. There 
is a cause for the great weakness in our churches, and that cause 
is hard to remove. It is self. Men have none too much will, but they 
must have it wholly sanctified to God. They need to fall on the Rock 
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and be broken. Self must be crucified in every one who shall enter 
the gates of the city of God. The fierce spirit which rises up in the 
hearts of some in the church when anything does not please them, 
is the spirit of Satan, and not the spirit of Christ. Is it not fully time 
that we return to our first love, and be at peace among 
ourselves?ARSH June 21, 1892, page 386.1 


There are those who have prided themselves on their great caution 
in receiving “new light,” as they term it; but they are blinded by the 
enemy, and cannot discern the works and ways of God. Light, 
precious light, comes from heaven, and they array themselves 
against it. What next? These very ones will accept messages that 
God has not sent, and thus will become even dangerous to the 
cause of God because they set up false standards. Men who might 
be of great use if they would learn of Christ and go on from light to 
greater light, are in some things positive hindrances, forever on the 
point of questioning, wasting much precious time, and contributing 
nothing to the spiritual elevation of the church. They excite doubt 
and fear. They misdirect minds, leading them to accept of 
suggestions that are not safe. They cannot see afar off, they cannot 
discern the conclusion of the matter. Their moral force is 
squandered upon trifles; they view an atom as a world, and a world 
as an atom.ARSH June 21, 1892, page 386.2 


Many have trusted and gloried in the wisdom of men far more than 
in Christ and the precious, sanctifying truth for this time. They need 
the heavenly anointing, that they may comprehend what is light and 
truth. They thank God that they are confined to no narrow groove, 
but they do not see the breadth and far-reaching extent of the 
principles of truth, and are not enlightened by the Spirit of God as to 
heaven’s large liberality. They admire man-made inventions and 
discoveries, but they are walking in the sparks of their own kindling, 
diverging farther and farther from the genuine principles of Christian 
action, ordained to make men wise unto salvation. They strive to 
extend the gospel, but separate from it the very marrow, the life. 
They say, “Let the light shine;” but cover it so that it shall not shine 
in clear rays on the very subjects that they need to understand. 
Some exhaust the fervor of their zeal on plans that cannot be 
carried out without peril to the church.ARSH June 21, 1892, page 
386.3 
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At this time the church should not be diverted from the main object 
of vital interest, to things that will not bring health and courage, faith 
and power. They must see, and by their actions testify, that the 
gospel is aggressive. But the light which is given to shine brighter 
and brighter unto the perfect day, burns dimly. The church no 
longer sends out the clear, bright rays of light amid the moral 
darkness that is enveloping the world as a funeral pall. The light of 
many does not burn or shine. They are moral icebergs.ARSH June 
21, 1892, page 386.4 


Watchmen on the walls of Zion are to be vigilant, and sleep not day 
nor night. But if they have not received the message from the lips of 
Christ, their trumpets will give an uncertain sound. Brethren, God 
calls upon you, both ministers and laymen, to listen to his voice 
speaking to you in his word. Let his truth be received into the heart, 
that you may be spiritualized by its living, sanctifying power. Then 
let the distinct message for this time be sent from watchman to 
watchman on the walls of Zion.ARSH June 21, 1892, page 386.5 


This is a time of general departure from truth and righteousness, 
and now we must build the old waste places, and with interested 
effort, labor to raise up the foundation of many generations. “Thou 
shalt be called, The repairer of the breach, The restorer of paths to 
dwell in. If thou turn away thy foot from the Sabbath, from doing thy 
pleasure on my holy day; and call the Sabbath a delight, the holy of 
the Lord, honorable; and shalt honor him, not doing thine own ways, 
nor finding thine own pleasure, nor speaking thine own words: then 
shalt thou delight thyself in the Lord; and | will cause thee to ride 
upon the high places of the earth, and feed thee with the heritage of 
Jacob thy father: for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it.” 
“Hearken unto me, ye that know righteousness, the people in 
whose heart is my law; fear ye not the reproach of men, neither be 
ye afraid of their revilings. For the moth shall eat them up like a 
garment, and the worm shall eat them like wool: but my 
righteousness shall be forever, and my salvation from generation to 
generation. Awake, awake, put on strength, O arm of the Lord; 
awake, as in the ancient days, in the generations of old."ARSH 
June 21, 1892, page 386.6 


Here is a message that came directly from New Zealand. | received 
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it only yesterday. | am glad that it came; for it speaks concerning us 
right now. It is an extract from a testimony to Australaisa:—ARSH 
June 21, 1892, page 386.7 


Just prior to His leaving His disciples for the heavenly courts, Jesus 
encouraged them with the promise of the Holy Spirit. This promise 
belongs as much to us as it did to them, and yet how rarely it is 
presented before the people, and its reception spoken of in the 
church. In consequence of this silence upon this most important 
theme, what promise do we know less about by its practical 
fulfillment than this rich promise of the gift of the Holy Spirit, 
whereby efficiency is to be given to all our spiritual labor? The 
promise of the Holy Spirit is casually brought into our discourses, is 
incidentally touched upon, and that is all. Prophecies have been 
dwelt upon, doctrines have been expounded; but that which is 
essential to the church in order that they may grow in spiritual 
strength and efficiency, in order that the preaching may carry 
conviction with it, and souls be converted to God, has been largely 
left out of ministerial effort ARSH June 21, 1892, page 386.8 


This subject has been set aside, as if some time in the future would 
be given to its consideration. Other blessings and privileges have 
been presented before the people until a desire has been 
awakened in the church for the attainment of the blessing promised 
of God; but the impression concerning the Holy Spirit has been that 
this gift is not for the church now, but that at some time in the future 
it would be necessary for the church to receive it. This promised 
blessing, if claimed by faith, would bring all other blessings in its 
train, and it is to be given liberally to the people of God. Through the 
cunning devices of the enemy the minds of God’s people seem to 
be incapable of comprehending and appropriating the promises of 
God. They seem to think that only the scantiest showers of grace 
are to fall upon the thirsty soul. ARSH June 21, 1892, page 386.9 


The people of God have accustomed themselves to think that they 
must rely upon their own efforts, that little help is to be received 
from heaven; and the result is that they have little light to 
communicate to other souls who are dying in error and darkness. 
The church has long been contented with little of the blessing of 
God; they have not felt the need of reaching up to the exalted 
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privileges purchased for them at infinite cost. Their spiritual strength 
has been feeble, their experience of a dwarfed and crippled 
character, and they are disqualified for the work the Lord would 
have them to do. They are not able to present the great and 
glorious truths of God’s holy word that would convict and convert 
souls through the agency of the Holy Spirit. The power of God 
awaits their demand and reception. A harvest of joy will be reaped 
by those who sow the holy seeds of truth. “He that goeth forth and 
weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again with 
rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him.,ARSH June 21, 1892, 
page 386.10 


Will you receive that? | know of my own knowledge that it is nothing 
but the unbelief of our own people that keeps back the loud cry of 
the third angel’s message to-day. | know of my own knowledge that 
it is nothing but the unbelief of our own people that keeps back the 
power of God in its manifestations, in its wondrous power among 
God’s people to-day. | have seen where there were floods of God’s 
precious light, all except the merest glimmering, kept back from a 
whole institute by the unbelief of three or four. It was in mercy to the 
unbelieving that it was withheld. They were so unbelieving that if 
God had poured in floods of light, it would have destroyed them. 
Failing to receive and appreciate the light that was already before 
them, a flood of light would have overwhelmed them. In mercy to 
them he waits a little longer. ARSH June 21, 1892, page 386.11 


But, brethren, he will not wait much longer. He is doing so now for 
all those who linger and hold back, with whom he is waiting and 
longing and pleading that they receive it: but that will not last much 
longer. The world is ready: everything is ready but our own people. 
O! put away your unbelief. Put away your questioning and your 
doubting, for heaven’s sake and for your own soul’s sake. Believe 
the message that God sends to you day by day.ARSH June 217, 
1892, page 386.12 


Now Jesus cleansed the temple twice. What does that mean? This 
will show you what is means:—ARSH June 21, 1892, page 386.13 


When Satan is now working with his lying wonders, the time has 
come foretold in the Revelation, when the mighty angel that shall 
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lighten the earth with his glory, will proclaim the fall of Babylon, and 
call upon God’s people to forsake her.ARSH June 21, 1892, page 
386.14 


Has that time come? | turn and read from another page:—ARSH 
June 21, 1892, page 386.15 


Satan is now working with all his insinuating, deceiving power, to 
lead men away from the work of the third angel’s message, which is 
to be proclaimed with mighty power.ARSH June 21, 1892, page 
386.16 


Now mark it. When Satan is working with his lying wonders, the 
time has come, foretold in the Revelation; then the mighty angel will 
proclaim the fall of Babylon, and call upon God’s people to forsake 
her. But that angel is to descend with his “great power” before the 
voice is heard calling out of Babylon. And now he is descending. 
That power is for God’s people who will take it, but unbelief will 
never take it. Let your faith reach up for it ARSH June 21, 1892, 
page 386.17 


This it is said is the second cry of that second angel, and the two 
cries of that second angel correspond with the two cleansings of the 
temple—the first cry of the second angel to the first cleansing of the 
temple, and the second cry of the second angel to the second 
cleansing of the temple. And this second cleansing was almost the 
last act of Christ’s earthly ministry. Now what does that mean but 
that this is almost the last act of his heavenly ministry? Then we 
have reached almost the last act of Christ’s work in the heavenly 
sanctuary, preparing the people in the heavenly sanctuary, 
preparing the people to stand when he comes. Is that what we see 
in it? That is what the Spirit of God tells us/s in it. Brethren, will you 
receive it? ARSH June 21, 1892, page 386.18 


The Lord has presented before me that those who have been in any 
measure blinded by the enemy, and who have not fully recovered 
themselves from the snare of Satan, will be in peril because they 
cannot discern the light from heaven, and will be inclined to accept 
a falsehood. This will affect the whole tenor of their thoughts, their 
decisions, their propositions, their counsels. The evidences that 
God has given are no evidence to them, because they have blinded 
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their own eyes by choosing darkness rather than light. Then they 
will originate something they call light, which the Lord calls sparks 
of their own kindling, by which they will direct their steps. The Lord 
declares, “Who is among you that feareth the Lord, that obeyeth the 
voice of his servant, that walketh in darkness, and hath no light? Let 
him, trust in the name of the Lord, and stay upon his God. Behold, 
all ye that kindle a fire, that compass yourselves about with sparks; 
walk in the light of your fire, and in the sparks that ye have kindled. 
This shall ye have at mine hand; ye shall lie down in sorrow.” Jesus 
said, “For judgment | am come unto this world, that they which see 
not might see; and that they which see might be made blind.” “I am 
come a light into the world, that whosoever believeth on me should 
not abide in darkness.” “He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my 
words, hath one that judgeth him; the word that | have spoken, the 
same shall judge him in the last day.” ARSH June 21, 1892, page 
386.19 


By many, the words which the Lord sent, will be rejected, and the 
words that man may speak will be received as light and truth. 
Human wisdom will lead away from self-denial, from consecration, 
and will devise many things that tend to make of no effect God’s 
messages. We cannot with any safety rely upon men who are not in 
close connection with God. They accept the opinions of men, but 
cannot discern the voice of the True Shepherd, and their influence 
will lead many astray, though evidence is piled upon evidence 
before their eyes, testifying to the truth that God’s people should 
have for this time. The truth is calculated to turn men to Christ, to 
quicken their energies, subduing and softening their hearts, and 
inspiring them with zeal and devotion and love to God. The Sabbath 
truth must in no case be covered up. We must let it appear in plain 
contrast with error. ARSH June 21, 1892, page 386.20 


As the end approaches, the testimonies of God’s servants will 
become more decided and more powerful, flashing the light of truth 
upon the systems of error and oppression that have so long held 
the supremacy. The Lord has sent us messages for this time to 
establish Christianity upon an eternal basis, and all who believe the 
present truth must stand, not in their own wisdom, but in God, and 
raise up the foundation of many generations; and they will be 
registered in the books of heaven as repairers of the breech, the 
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restorers of paths to dwell in. We are to maintain the truth because 
it is truth, in face of the bitterest opposition. God is at work upon 
human minds; it is not man alone that is working. The great 
illuminating power is from Christ; the brightness of his example is to 
be kept before the people in every discourse. ARSH June 21, 1892, 
page 386.21 


Place yourselves in the divine current, where you can receive the 
heavenly inspiration, for you may have it; then point the weary, the 
heavy-laden, the poor, the broken-hearted, perplexed soul to Jesus, 
the Source of all spiritual strength. Be faithful minute-men to show 
forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his 
marvelous light. Tell it with pen and voice, that Jesus lives to make 
intercession for us. Time is passing; the end is near. We must work 
while it is day. You can unite with the great Master-Worker; we can 
follow the self-denying Redeemer through his pil- grimage of 
matchless love on earth. Jesus came to magnify the law and make 
it honorable. He died to exalt the law of God, testifying of its 
changeless character; and as we proclaim God’s law, we may look 
unto Jesus, and be comforted with the assurance, “Lo, | am with 
you alway, even unto the end of the world.” The same Jesus that 
walked with his disciples, that taught them upon earth, that toiled 
and suffered in his human nature, is with us in his divine power. He 
is at our right hand to help us in every emergency. Let us lift up 
Jesus, and reveal the Bible foundation for our faith ARSH June 27, 
1892, page 386.22 


| am deeply exercised in mind in reference to the low standard of 
piety among our people. And when | think of the woes passed on 
Capernaum, | think of how much heavier will come the 
condemnation upon those who know the truth and have not walked 
according to the truth, but in the sparks of their own kindling. In the 
night seasons | am addressing the people in a very solemn manner, 
beseeching them to ask their own consciences, What am I? Am 1a 
Christian, or am | not? Is my heart renewed? Has the transforming 
grace of God molded my character? Are my sins repented of? Are 
they confessed? Are they forgiven? Am | one with Christ as he is 
one with the Father? Do | hate what | once loved? Do | now love 
what | once hated? Do | count all things but loss for the excellency 
of the knowledge of Christ Jesus? Do | feel | am the purchased 
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possession of Jesus Christ, and that every hour | must consecrate 
myself to his service? ARSH June 21, 1892, page 387.1 


We are standing upon the threshold of great and solemn events. 
The whole earth is to be lightened with the glory of the Lord as the 
waters cover the channels of the great deep.ARSH June 21, 1892, 
page 387.2 


| am glad of it. | am glad God says it is coming. | am glad to know it 
is coming. | am glad to be able to thank God that he gives me sight, 
that | may see it. ARSH June 21, 1892, page 387.3 


Prophecies are being fulfilled, and stormy times are before us. Old 
controversies which have apparently been hushed for a long time 
will be revived, and new controversies will spring up; new and old 
will commingle, and this will take place right early. The angels are 
holding the four winds, that they shall not blow, until the specified 
work of warning is given to the world; but the storm is gathering, the 
clouds are loading, ready to burst upon the world, and to many it 
will be as a thief in the night. ARSH June 21, 1892, page 387.4 


Will it be that way to you? Are you looking for it? Are you watching, 
waiting, ready? Or are you sleeping, and unprepared?ARSH June 
21, 1892, page 387.5 


Many smiled and would not believe it when we told them, twenty 
and thirty ago, that the Sunday would be urged upon all the world, 
and a law be made to compel its observance, and force conscience. 
We see it being fulfilled. All that God has said of the future will 
surely come to pass; not one thing will fail of all that he has spoken. 
Protestantism is now reaching hands across the gulf to clasp hands 
with the papacy, and a confederacy is being formed to trample out 
of sight the Sabbath of the fourth commandment.ARSH June 27, 
1892, page 387.6 


Will you let it go out of sight? When the law comes, requiring you to 
keep Sunday, will you do it? Some say, “If we do not keep it, and if 
we do not shut up our office and stop business, they will take away 
our business entirely. All we have to do is to shut our office or shop, 
and do no work.” Yes, of course that is all; but that is everything. 
Will you sell your Lord for the value of your business? Have you not 
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known all these years that it would be so that no man can buy or 
sell who does not keep Sunday? Are you going to deny it 
now?ARSH June 21, 1892, page 387.7 


And the man of sin, who at the instigation of Satan instituted the 
spurious Sabbath—this child of papacy will be exalted to take the 
place of God. ARSH June 21, 1892, page 387.8 


All heaven is represented to me as watching the unfolding of 
events. A crisis is to be revealed in the great and prolonged 
controversy in the government of God on earth. Something great 
and decisive is to take place, and that right early. ARSH June 27, 
1892, page 387.9 


Twice in that short testimony we find it saying it will be done, and 
that right early. What does that mean? Does it not mean what it 
says? When God speaks to you and to me and says these things 
are before our eyes, and that these things are going to come right 
early, and then repeats it, it means that the thing is established and 
will shortly come to pass. ARSH June 21, 1892, page 387.10 


If any delay, the character of God and his throne will be 
compromised. The armory of heaven is open; all the universe of 
God and its equipments are ready. One word has justice to speak, 
and there will be terrific representations upon the earth, of the wrath 
of God. There will be voices and thunderings and lightnings and 
earthquakes and universal desolation. Every movement in the 
universe of heaven is to prepare the world for the great crisis. ARSH 
June 21, 1892, page 387.11 


Intensity is taking possession of every earthly element; and as a 
people who have had great light and wonderful knowledge, many of 
them are represented by the five sleeping virgins with their lamps, 
but no oil in their vessels; cold, senseless, with a feeble, waning 
piety. While a new life is being diffused and is springing up from 
beneath and taking fast hold of all Satan’s agencies, preparatory to 
the last great conflict and struggle, a new light and life and power is 
descending from on high.ARSH June 21, 1892, page 387.12 


It is descending from on high. And while Satan is working from 
beneath, God is working from on high. While intensity is taking hold 
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of all Satan’s plans, what is gracing your life in the service of God, 
brethren? Is it not time intensity was taking hold of that? Is it not 
time we were looking about us to see what God is doing?ARSH 
June 21, 1892, page 387.13 


A new light and life and power is descending form on high, and 
taking possession of God’s people who are not dead, as many now 
are, in trespasses and sins.ARSH June 21, 1892, page 387.14 


Yes, sir, it is descending, thank the Lord. It is taking possession of 
those who forsake their sins. O! will you let ittake and keep 
possession of you?ARSH June 21, 1892, page 387.15 


The people who will now see what is soon to come upon us by what 
is being transacted before us, will no longer trust in human 
inventions, but will feel that the Holy Spirit must be recognized, 
received, presented before the people, that they may content for the 
glory of God, and work everywhere in the byways and highways of 
life, for the saving of the souls of their fellow-men.ARSH June 21, 
1892, page 387.16 


Do you know what is coming, by what you see? The people who do 
see will no longer depend upon themselves.ARSH June 21, 1892, 
page 387.17 


This blessed hope of the second appearing of Christ needs to be 
presented often to the people, with its solemn realities; looking for 
the soon appearing of our Lord Jesus to come in his glory, will lead 
to the regarding of earthly things as emptiness and 
nothingness.ARSH June 21, 1892, page 387.18 


| know some argue, “Well, if Christ is coming so soon, and if all 
these things are so near, what are we going to do with our 
institutions,—our Sanitarium, publishing houses, colleges, etc.?— 
Why, we are going to run them to their fullest capacity, of course, till 
the last day possible, and build more of them besides, and run them 
all for all we and they are worth. Because, as men get hold of the 
idea that Christ is coming, they will trust God with their possessions. 
Yes, the day is actually coming, when even Seventh-day Adventists 
will have so much confidence in the Lord that they will not be afraid 
to trust him. ARSH June 27, 1892, page 387.19 
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But still, in spite of all these evidences, there will be those who, not 
knowing whether his coming is near or far, will say, “We must put 
our money into lands. We will speculate and make more money. 
Then when the proper time comes, we will put it all into the cause.” 
Yes, you will—not; because that time for which you are looking will 
not come in the way in which you are looking for it, and you will not 
put your money in the cause. You will not see till it is too late. ARSH 
June 21, 1892, page 387.20 


These institutions are going to do the work the Lord intends for 
them to do. And because time is so short, we need more institutions 
and more means. And as the time is so short, when the people 
understand it, they will receive the power of God and the Spirit of 
God which come down from heaven, and this will so unite them to 
the Lord that they will trust the Lord with their means ARSH June 
21, 1892, page 387.21 


Well, now what are you going to do? That is the question. New light 
and life and power are descending upon the people. Who will have 
it? Will you have it? ARSH June 21, 1892, page 387.22 


God said in 1885 this word:—ARSH June 21, 1892, page 387.23 


The spirit which characterized that wonderful meeting on the day of 
Pentecost is waiting to manifest its power upon the men who are 
now standing between the living and the dad as ambassadors for 
God.ARSH June 21, 1892, page 387.24 


In 1885 that spirit which Christ promised to his followers, was 
waiting to be given to his people. How much longer will he have to 
wait before you will open the door and let him come in? When he 
does come in, he will sup with you, and you with him. That means 
work—to sup with him in his sufferings. The time of suffering is 
near; and do not forget that as Jesus abides with us, so he also 
suffers with us. When the time does come that he will suffer with us, 
Christ will work for us mightily. ARSH June 21, 1892, page 387.25 


O! let him come in. He is a blessed companion; he is a joyful 
companion; he is our support. Let him come in; let him give you 
good cheer; let him give you brightness and joy, to give to those 
who have it not. He will give it; for he has it. “My peace | give unto 
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you.” Joy cometh in the morning, and he says, “Rejoice evermore.” 
“The morning cometh; also the night.” Which will you have? Which 
will you have?ARSH June 21, 1892, page 387.26 
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August 2, 1892 


“The Sermon. The Gospel: What It Is, and Its Work as Opposed to the 
Mystery of Iniquity” The Advent Review and Sabbath Herald 69, 31, pp. 481- 
483. 


BY ELDER A. T. JONES 


TEXT: “And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is 
given unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, and teach 
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost: teaching them to observe all things 
whatsoever | have commanded you: and, lo, | am with you alway, 
even unto the end of the world. Amen.” Matthew 28:18-20.ARSH 
August 2, 1892, page 481.1 


That which they were to teach all nations is spoken of by Mark as 
“the gospel,” going into all the world and preaching the gospel to 
every creature. He that believes not shall be damned. But according 
to Luke, the Saviour said unto them, “Tarry ye in the city of 
Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on high.” Luke 
24:49. Then in Acts 1:5-8:—ARSH August 2, 1892, page 481.2 


“For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the 
Holy Ghost not many days hence. When they therefore were come 
together, they asked of him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time 
restore again the kingdom to Israel? And he said unto them, It is not 
for you to know the times or the seasons, which the Father hath put 
in his own power. But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy 
Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost 
part of the earth."ARSH August 2, 1892, page 481.3 


All these verses are essential for us to know the full force of the 
commission which the Lord gave his disciples at that time. They 
were to go into all the world and preach the gospel to every 
creature, teaching that to all nations; and yet they were not to go 
until they were endued with power from on high. It would have been 
useless for them to go until that time; because the gospel is itself 
the power of God unto salvation, and the preaching of the gospel is 
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the preaching of the power of God unto salvation to every one that 
believes. And for them to go for the thinking to preach the power of 
God when they themselves were not acquainted with that power, 
would have been simply to preach empty words; it would not have 
been the gospel, because the gospel is the power of God. This is 
what the Lord himself has called it, the power of God unto salvation. 
And to preach that gospel, | say again, is to preach the power of 
God. Any professed preaching of that gospel, which is not the 
preaching of the power of God, is not the preaching of the gospel of 
God at all, it is not the preaching of the gospel of Christ. It may be 
preaching about the gospel, or it may be preaching another gospel: 
but it is not the preaching of the gospel of Jesus Christ. Therefore 
he would not have them go at all to say anything about this, to 
attempt to preach it, until they were endued with the power of that 
gospel itself, the power of God, the power from on high. Then when 
they should receive power, the Holy Ghost coming upon them,— 
then he said they should bear witness in Jerusalem, in Judea, in 
Samaria, and unto the uttermost parts of the earth. ARSH August 2, 
1892, page 481.4 


In the first chapter of 1 Corinthians, beginning with the 17th verse, 
is Paul’s record of his connection with this gospel, and what he was 
called to preach: “For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach 
the gospel: not with wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ should 
be made of none effect.” Then with Paul the preaching of the gospel 
was the preaching of the cross of Christ. Next verse: “For the 
preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto 
us which are saved, it is the power of God.” Then the preaching of 
the gospel is the preaching of the cross of Christ, and that is the 
preaching of the power of God; for Christ is the power of God, as he 
says in a further verse, and the wisdom of God. So | read on: 
—ARSH August 2, 1892, page 481.5 


“For it is written, | will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and will bring 
to nothing the understanding of the prudent. Where is the wise? 
where is the scribe? where is the disputer of this world? hath not 
God made foolish the wisdom of this world? For after that in the 
wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God 
by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe. For the 
Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom: but we 
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preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumbling-block, and unto 
the Greeks foolishness.” ARSH August 2, 1892, page 481.6 


The Greeks sought after wisdom, and the Lord sent them that which 
they counted only foolishness. The Jews required a sign, and the 
Lord gave them that which they turned only into a stumbling-block. 
The Greeks sought after wisdom, and God gave it; but they would 
not take it, for they counted it only foolishness. The Jews required a 
sign, and God gave it; but they would not receive it because it came 
not just as they wanted; therefore they turned it into a stumbling- 
block, and got no good out of it. “The Jews require a sign, and the 
Greeks seek after wisdom; but we preach Christ crucified” “unto 
them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of 
God, and the wisdom of God. Because the foolishness of God is 
stronger than men.”ARSH August 2, 1892, page 481.7 


Now notice, “We preach Christ crucified.” Unto them who are called, 
Christ is the power of God and the wisdom of God. That is what 
men are sent to preach; because that is the gospel. And the 
weakness of God is stronger than men, and the foolishness of God 
is wiser than men. But notice, they were not sent to preach 
weakness; they were sent to preach power, even the power of God, 
and they preached it. But even if they had been sent to preach the 
weakness of God, it would have been stronger than anything men 
can do or know. Then the thing for men to do is to accept it when 
God sends it,—accept it; for even though it be counted the 
weakness of God, it is stronger than anything men can get hold of, 
or create anyway.ARSH August 2, 1892, page 481.8 


Then they sought after wisdom, and the Lord sent them wisdom; he 
sent them Christ, the wisdom of God. He sent them his own 
wisdom, the wisdom of God himself; but they counted it foolishness. 
Yet even though they did, they should have accepted it, for the 
foolishness of God was wiser than anything they knew or could 
know otherwise. Then when God sends a message, no difference 
how we view it, we are to accept it. When God sends a message, 
men are to accept it, even though we count it weakness; for it is 
stronger than anything men give. It comes from God, it will not hurt 
anybody. Even though it be counted foolishness, that has nothing to 
do with it; accept it. Not that it is foolishness on God’s part, but men 
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may count if foolishness. Well, as it came from God, it is wiser than 
anything man ever got hold of, or ever could. Then | say again, 
when God sends a message, no difference how men view it, or 
what they think it is, it is their duty to accept of it; and then they will 
find out it is something different than they thought it was; because 
the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God 
is stronger than men.ARSH August 2, 1892, page 481.9 


“Not man wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many 
noble, are called; but God hath chosen the foolish things of the 
world to confound the wise: and God hath chosen the weak things 
of the world to confound the things which are mighty.” ARSH August 
2, 1892, page 481.10 


He has chosen the weak things of the world to confound those that 
are mighty, because the weakness of this world can have the power 
of God; and that will bring to naught the things of the mighty, and 
confound the things of the world. “And things which are despised 
hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to naught 
things that are, that no flesh should glory in his presence.”ARSH 
August 2, 1892, page 481.11 


“For | determined not to know anything among you, save Jesus 
Christ, and him crucified.” That is all any one can know who 
preaches the gospel,—Jesus Christ, and him crucified. That is the 
whole story; that is all the gospel; that is all there is of God. “And | 
was with you in weakness, and in fear, and in much trembling. And 
my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man’s 
wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power: that your 
faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of 
God.”ARSH August 2, 1892, page 481.12 


Now, any faith that stands in the wisdom of men will fail. Any faith 
that rests upon the power of argument will fail. Every faith will fail 
but that which rests upon the power of God, and stands in the 
power of God. Now, when the power of God is received, when our 
faith stands upon that, and in that, then the argument will always 
come with it; there will be an argument that is stronger than all 
things else. But the argument is derived from the power, and not the 
power from the argument. Therefore, any faith that stands in the 
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strength of argument and the power of theoretical demonstration, 
will never stand the test that will be brought upon those who are to 
enter the kingdom of God.ARSH August 2, 1892, page 481.13 


In the field of morals, in the realm of spiritual things, knowledge is 
not power. There is just the difference between heathenism and 
Christianity always. In heathenism with its chiefest theories, those 
of Socrates and all the rest of their philosophers, all they believed 
they needed to know to be virtuous was virtue. To Know the good, 
was all that was necessary in order to do good. To know the pure, 
was all that was necessary in order to be pure. And they laid down 
first-rate precepts, and gave excellent instruction in the matter of 
purity, in the matter of right doing,—ethics,—and in all these things, 
but they themselves did not do the things which they taught to be 
right and good; and they could not do it; because, although they 
had the knowledge, they had not the power.ARSH August 2, 1892, 
page 482.1 


Every man on earth knows that the statement is true, that in the 
field of morals knowledge is not power; because every man in this 
world knows better than he does, and always did know better than 
he did. He knows better than he is able to do; and always did know 
better than he was able to do. These philosophers and these wise 
men knew better than they were able to do; and they taught a great 
deal better than they did; and | say again, every man in the world 
knows better than he is able to himself to do, and without Christ, all 
of his life is made up of efforts and failures to do the good that he 
knows. Paul describes all men as they are in themselves when he 
says: “To will is present with me; but how to perform that which is 
good | find not.” A man says he will do better, then does his best 
and fails; and it always will be so until he finds that power which 
comes form beyond himself, the power of God which is by faith of 
Jesus Christ. ARSH August 2, 1892, page 482.2 


It is not knowledge that men want primarily; it is power. Now Christ 
is that power; the gospel reveals it, and the preaching of the gospel 
makes it known. But yet the excellency of Christ to men is that he 
brings no only power, but a/so, knowledge far beyond anything man 
can ever otherwise know. Christ is not only the power of God, but 
he is the wisdom of God. God gives wisdom beyond anything man 
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can know, and power in equal measure with the wisdom. God gives 
power beyond anything man could ever do, and wisdom in equal 
measure with power. And all is in Christ, the gift of God to men, and 
in him dwellth all the fullness of the Godhead bodily. Therefore | say 
that any faith which stands in the power of argument, and in the 
wisdom of man; or believes a certain thing because somebody else 
believes it; or does a certain thing because somebody else does it, 
—that is worth nothing at all. Our faith must stand in power alone. 
And Christ is the power of God. Christ and him crucified; this is the 
power of God, and the wisdom of God; this is the gospel. The 
preaching of this is the preaching of the gospel, and nothing else is. 
Therefore our faith must stand not in the wisdom of men or the 
power of argument, but in Christ and him crucified. This is the 
power of God, this is the gospel.ARSH August 2, 1892, page 482.3 


Not | want to call attention to another point, which indeed is the 
main one in the talk this morning, and that is another statement of 
what the gospel is. Christ sent Paul to preach the gospel, and Paul 
tells us in his letter to the Galatians, that Christ did with him just 
what he did with the twelve at Jerusalem because he started them 
to preach the gospel. He commissioned them to preach the gospel; 
but before they attempted it, they were to be endued with power 
form on high, and that power from on high was the Holy Ghost. 
Here we find Paul’s experience before he could preach the gospel. 
“It pleased God... to reveal his Son in me, that | might preach him 
among the heathen.” Galatians 1:15, 16. In Acts 26:17, 18 we find 
the Saviour’s commission to Paul as told by Paul himself afterward: 
“Delivering thee from the people, and from the Gentiles, unto whom 
now | send thee, to open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness 
to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that they may 
receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which are 
sanctified by faith that is in me.”ARSH August 2, 1892, page 482.4 


That is what Christ sent Paul to preach to the children of men, and 
the Gentiles especially. Paul says when it pleased God to send him 
to preach Christ, it pleased God toreveal his Son in him, that he 
might preach him unto the Gentiles. Before Christ could send Paul 
to preach, he, too, must be endued with power from on high. Christ 
must be revealed in him as the power of God and the wisdom of 
God; then Paul could preach him, and not simply preach about him. 
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It is not enough to preach about Christ, but preach Christ. It is not 
enough to preach about the gospel, but preach the gospel.ARSH 
August 2, 1892, page 482.5 


Before Christ could send Paul or any of the rest,He must be 
revealed in those who were to preach Him. When Christ is revealed 
in a man as the power of God and the wisdom of God, that man 
then is made, and has become, a minister of Christ. He then can 
minister Christ to men. But if Christ is not revealed in a man as the 
power of God and the wisdom of God, then that man cannot 
minister Christ, because he has not Christ. For he who has him not 
cannot minister him. The office of the minister of Christ is to be able 
to take Christ to men, and have him reach the people in such a way 
that they can receive him, and have him revealed in them. This is 
the ministry of the gospel. The gospel being the power of God, this 
is ministering the power of God.ARSH August 2, 1892, page 482.6 


Here is another passage in which Paul tells of this:—ARSH August 
2, 1892, page 482.7 


“If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not moved 
away from the hope of the gospel, which ye have heard, and which 
was preached to every creature which is under heaven; whereof | 
Paul am made a minister; ... whereof | am made a minister, 
according to the dispensation of God which is given to me for you, 
to fulfill the word of God; even the mystery which hath been hid 
from ages and from generations, but now is made manifest to his 
saints: to whom God would make known what is the riches of the 
glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the 
hope of glory.” Colossians 1:23-27.ARSH August 2, 1892, page 
482.8 


He was sent to preach the gospel; he was made a minister of the 
gospel, a preacher of the mystery of God; and that mystery of God 
is, as he says, “Christ in you, the hope of glory.” Then the preaching 
of the gospel is the preaching of Christ in men, the hope of glory. 
The minister of the gospel is the minister of Christ in men, the hope 
of glory. It is still, and forever, the preaching of God in Christ, 
manifest in the flesh—the incarnation. For “every spirit that 
confesseth that Jesus Christ is comein the flesh is of God: and 
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every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the 
flesh is not of God.”ARSH August 2, 1892, page 482.9 


But further, | call attention to that expression, “The mystery of God.” 
| read in Ephesians 3:3 and onward: “How that by revelation he 
made known unto me the mystery; ... which in other ages was not 
made known unto the sons of men.” That mystery, as he says in the 
other verse, is “Christ in you, the hope of glory.” Now he says: By 
revelation God made known to me that mystery, and it pleased God 
to reveal his Son in me. “The gospel which | preach is not after 
man. For | neither received it of man; neither was | taught it, but by 
the revelation of Jesus Christ.” Not alone the revelation which Christ 
gives; it is that and more. It is the revelation of Jesus Christ himself, 
as he was revealed in Paul, and as he is revealed in men, the hope 
of glory. And this is how Paul received the gospel—by the 
revelation of Jesus Christ, not only to him, but in him. ARSH August 
2, 1892, page 482.10 


This is enough to show that the gospel is the mystery of God; that 
the preaching of the gospel is the preaching of the mystery of God; 
and that the preaching of the mystery of God is the preaching of 
Christ in men. This is the revelation of the mystery of God. This is 
the gospel that the apostles preached, and this is the only true 
gospel.ARSH August 2, 1892, page 482.11 


Here is another point. | have read in these verses not only that the 
gospel is Christ in men, and the power of God, and the mystery of 
God, but that it has been hid from ages and generations, and was 
then revealed in a way in which it had never been known before. 
Now, the gospel was made known to men from Adam down, and 
they had a measure of the knowledge of the gospel. But when 
Christ himself came, and revealed God in himself, to the children of 
men,—it was never revealed and understood before as it was 
revealed and understood at that time. Then it came in a fullness 
that was never known before. And when the apostles were sent 
forth to preach it as it then was revealed, they preached it in a 
fullness and a clearness in which it was never preached 
before. ARSH August 2, 1892, page 482.12 


So Paul write again in Ephesians 3:8, 9: “Unto me, who am less 
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than the least of all saints, is this grace given, that | should preach 
among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ; and to make 
all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the 
beginning of the world hath been hid in God.” Then from the 
beginning of the world unto the apostles’ day, this mystery had 
been hid from the world and from men in a measure, and as it was 
then revealed and preached, not only to these men, but in them and 
by them. Read these verses over—Ephesians 3:3, 5, 8, 9 
Colossians 1:25-27—with this point in mind.ARSH August 2, 1892, 
page 482.13 


Then the apostles were sent to preach this gospel, to preach this 
mystery that had been hid from ages and generations. It was hid 
before; now it is made known to all men, for the obedience of faith. 
God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this 
mystery among the Gentiles, “which is Christ in you, the hope of 
glory.” That is the mystery that has been hid from ages and 
generations, and which God would now make known unto the 
Gentiles and to all men. Read Maithew 14:16, 17: “But blessed are 
your eyes, for they see: and your ears, for they hear. For verily | say 
unto you, That many prophets and righteous men have desired to 
see those things which ye see, and have not seen them; and to 
hear those things which ye hear, and have not heard them.” ARSH 
August 2, 1892, page 482.14 


Then by the ministry of the apostles there was made known that 
which had been hid from ages and from generations, and that thing 
was the mystery of God. And by the preaching of the gospel, says 
the word, he would now make known to his saints what is the riches 
of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles. And that mystery “is 
Christ in you, the hope of glory.” Though it had been hid from ages 
and generations in the past, now the Lord breaks off the veil, brings 
it forth, and by the mouth of the apostles, in the preaching of the 
gospel, spreads it before all nations for the obedience of faith. 
(Read Romans 16:26, 27.) This is the gospel; and the preaching of 
this is the preaching of the gospel.ARSH August 2, 1892, page 
482.15 


Now from this let us start into another field. | want you to think 
closely now, if you have not done so up to this point; and the more 
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so, if you have done so. The gospel is the mystery of God, isn’t it? 
The mystery of God is the gospel. The preaching of the gospel, the 
unsearchable riches of Christ, is the making known to men what is 
the fellowship of this mystery. In the preaching of the gospel, God is 
revealing the riches of the glory of that mystery among the Gentiles, 
and that is Christ in men, the hope of glory. In former ages this 
mystery had not been made known unto the sons of men, as it was 
now revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets. And though 
hidden from ages and generations, when the apostle were sent 
forth to preach, endured with power from on high, to reveal the 
mystery of God, that was the breaking off of the vail that had 
covered this mystery through all these ages; and it was broken off 
that all nations might see and know and understand and turn to the 
Lord, and get acquainted with God as he was revealed in Jesus 
Christ, by having Jesus Christ revealed in themselvesARSH 
August 2, 1892, page 482.16 


That was sent forth to be preached to all the world, to be preached 
to every creature. It was so preached. Before the men had all died 
to whom that gospel was committed in the beginning, it had been 
preached in all the world. And while it was being preached, and 
before Paul had died, who had written so much about it, he wrote 
these words: “The MYSTERY OF  INIQUITWoth already 
work.” ARSH August 2, 1892, page 483.1 


What was Paul preaching?—The mysteryof God. What was 
already working?—The mystery of iniquity. That mystery of iniquity 
would oppose and exalt itself “above all that is called God, or that is 
worshiped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, showing 
himself that he is God.” Then there was another mystery to be 
revealed. The mystery of God was revealed; the mystery of iniquity 
was also to be revealed. ARSH August 2, 1892, page 483.2 


The mystery of iniquity was revealed. That mystery of iniquity rose 
up and hid the mystery of God which had been revealed. That 
mystery of iniquity was the papacy in all its workings; and the 
beginning of its working was there when Paul wrote that word; it 
was working then. He could see it. While the apostles were 
preaching the mystery of God, they could see the other mystery 
coming.ARSH August 2, 1892, page 483.3 
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That other mystery did come; it was revealed; it stood before the 
world, professing to be Christianity; professing to be the 
representative of God to the world; professing to be the religion of 
Christ in the world; professing to be the mystery of God. Attention 
was Called to that as Christianity, whereas there was no Christianity 
about it at all. God declared it to be “the mystery of iniquity;” 
“Mystery, Babylon the great, the mother of harlots and 
abominations of the earth.” And it was only hiding the mystery of 
God again from ages and from generations.ARSH August 2, 1892, 
page 483.4 


But thanks be to God! it was not to hide the mystery of God from all 
ages and generations. When the mystery of iniquity should have 
fully revealed itself, again the veil would be broken off, and the 
mystery of God would again be revealed. For | read: “I saw another 
angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to 
preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and 
kindred, and tongue, and people, saying with a loud voice, Fear 
God and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is come: and 
worship him that made heaven and earth, and the sea, and the 
fountains of waters.” ARSH August 2, 1892, page 483.5 


This everlasting gospel is the mystery of God which is again to be 
preached unto me; and that mystery if “Christ in you, the hope of 
glory.” And that is the preaching that is now to go to the world, in 
the glorious threefold message which makes up the third angel’s 
message. And now is the time when the gospel, the mystery of 
God, is to be preached and revealed in a power, a majesty, and a 
glory such as has never been known except in the time of the 
apostles, if it does not even surpass that. The power of the mystery 
of iniquity being broken off, the mystery of God is to be brought 
again before the world in all its glory; for | read that “in the days of 
the voice of the seventh angel, when he shall begin to sound, the 
mystery of God should be finished.” Revelation 10:7. “And there 
followed another angel, saying, Babylon is fallen, is fallen.... And 
the third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, If any man 
worship the beast and his image, and receive his mark in his 
forehead, or in his hand, the same shall drink of the wine of the 
wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture into the cup of his 
indignation.... Here is the patience of the saints; here are they that 
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keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.” 
Revelation 14:8-12.ARSH August 2, 1892, page 483.6 


Now mark the connection. There goes forth the angel with the 
everlasting gospel to preach. That everlasting gospel is the mystery 
of God, and the preaching of it the preaching of Christ in men the 
hope of glory, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. This 
gospel is rejected, and there is the falling away spoken of as 
“Babylon is fallen, is fallen.” Then out of that falling away comes 
that against which the third angel warns.ARSH August 2, 1892, 
page 483.7 


Now, what brought the mystery of iniquity?—The falling away from 
the mystery of God; for says Paul: “That day shall not come except 
there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the 
son of perdition.” And the mystery of iniquity is the beast, the 
papacy. When the mystery of iniquity has run its course, then 
comes the word of God announcing an angel flying in the midst of 
heaven, having the everlasting gospel, the mystery of God, to 
preach to all the world, to every creature. Then from this also there 
comes a falling away, and out of that falling away there comes that 
against which the third angel warns,—the image of the beast, the 
image of the papacy.ARSH August 2, 1892, page 483.8 


As out of that first falling away there came the mystery of iniquity, 
the beast, so out of the second falling away there comes the image 
of the mystery of iniquity, the image of the beast. Just as certain as 
the preaching of the gospel by the apostles was the preaching of 
the mystery of God, Christ in men, the hope of glory; just so 
certainly the second preaching of the gospel is the preaching of the 
same mystery of God, the same power of God, and the same 
wisdom of God, to make known the same Christ in men, the hope of 
glory. Then as certainly as out of that falling away there came the 
mystery of iniquity, the beast, the papacy; so certainly out of this 
falling away there comes the image of the mystery, the image of the 
beast, the image of the papacy. The two things are alike from 
beginning to end. And now the third angel’s message—this 
threefold message—warns against the whole evil combination of 
the beast and his image. This threefold message has been more 
than forty years in the world. This little leaflet from which | have 





63 


read before gives an excellent statement of this, as follows:—ARSH 
August 2, 1892, page 483.9 


“The revelator says: ‘| saw another angel come down from heaven, 
having great power, and the earth was lightened with his glory. And 
he cried mightily with a strong voice, saying, Babylon the great is 
fallen, is fallen.’ This is the same message that was given by the 
second angel,—Babylon is fallen.... When Jesus began his public 
ministry he cleansed the temple from its sacrilegious profanations. 
Almost the last act of his public ministry was to cleanse the temple 
again. So in the last work for the warning of the world, two distinct 
calls are to be made to the churches—the second angel’s message, 
and the voice heard from heaven, ‘Come out of her, my people, ... 
for her sins have reached unto heaven, and God hath remembered 
her iniquities.”"ARSH August 2, 1892, page 483.10 


In 1840-1844, the first angel began his work. This message was 
rejected, and in 1844 the second angel’s message announced the 
fall: “Babylon is fallen;” and out of that falling away there comes the 
image of the mystery of iniquity, the image of the beast; and the 
third angel’s message is the warning against the worship of the 
beast and his image.ARSH August 2, 1892, page 483.11 


As the beginning of this was in 1844, then began the time when the 
mystery of iniquity was to be broken off, and the mystery of God 
once more to stand forth in all its glory in the world. But Ezekiel and 
the Laodicean message show that there was to be a time of dearth. 
But now even that time of dearth is past, and the times of refreshing 
have come from the presence of the Lord, and soon he will send 
Jesus.ARSH August 2, 1892, page 483.12 


Therefore, now is the time when that everlasting gospel, the 
mystery of God, is to be preached in all its fullness, which means 
Christ in men in all his completeness. And as the Sabbath of the 
Lord, in the fullness of its meaning, is but the sign of what Christ in 
all his completeness if to those who believe in him; so when Christ 
in all his completeness is formed and found in us, there will stand 
the Sabbath as the witness, the sign, the seal of the blessed 
consummation.ARSH August 2, 1892, page 483.13 


And so this threefold message, revealing in its fullness the mystery 
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of God, which is Christ in men, the hope of glory, thus puts upon the 
people of God the seal of the living God, and saves them from the 
evil and the ruin of the mystery of iniquity, the beast and his image, 
his mark, and the number of his name.ARSH August 2, 1892, page 
483.14 


(Concluded next week.) 
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August 9, 1892 


“The Sermon. The Gospel: What It Is, and Its Work as Opposed to the 
Mystery of Iniquity. (Concluded.)” The Advent Review and Sabbath Herald 
69, 32, pp. 497-499. 


BY ELDER A. T. JONES 
(Concluded). 


NOW let us take our bearings again, that we may fairly enter upon 
the examination of another point. Out of that first falling away came 
the mystery of iniquity. And as that mystery of iniquity was the 
papacy, and is the papacy, it is important for us to know how that 
thing came in, just what place it occupied there, when it appeared, 
and how it appeared. As the apostle says, there was a falling away. 
Self-exaltation of the bishopric and all kinds of different 
amusements and ceremonies were adopted, also the taking up with 
the heathen philosophy and science, in order to facilitate the 
conversion of the heathen. These men had forsaken the mystery of 
God, had left the power of God behind; and when they found that 
they had lost the power of God, and could not influence men any 
longer to yield obedience to God, then they sought the power of 
earthly governments, by which they would compel men to yield 
obedience to the church.ARSH August 9, 1892, page 497.1 


In Constantine’s time there was the working of this power; this 
apostate church, this formation of the mystery of iniquity, doing its 
utmost to secure control of the civil power and compel men to 
conform to the dogmas and the discipline of this apostate form of 
religion, which called itself Christianity. Now | want to call your 
attention to a few facts in connection with that. For just then there 
came in a series of events, a series of steps, that are worth 
considering now by every one who would know how to detect the 
rise of the image of the mystery of iniquity. ARSH August 9, 1892, 
page 497.2 


In the beginning of the fourth century there was in the Roman 
empire a powerful ecclesiastical organization, the leaders and 
managers of which were “only anxious to assert the government as 
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a kind of sovereignty for themselves.”—Eusebius’s Ecclesiastical 
History, book 8, chap. 1. While “it was the hope of every bishop in 
the empire to make politics a branch of theology,” “it was the aim of 
Constantine to make theology a branch of politics.” In an intrigue 
therefore with Constantine, they succeeded in bartering to him their 
influence and power in theology for his in politics. As one of the very 
first-fruits of this, Constantine was established in the rulership of 
one half of the Roman empire. Jointly with Licinius, he then issued 
the Edict of Milan, reversing the persecuting edicts of Diocletian, 
and granting “liberty and full freedom to the Christians to observe 
their own mode of worship;” granting “likewise to the Christians and 
to all, the free choice to follow that mode of worship which they may 
wish;” “that each may have the privilege to select and to worship 
whatsoever divinity he pleases;” and commanding that the churches 
and the church property which had been confiscated by Diocletian, 
should be restored to “the whole body of Christians,” “and to each 
conventicler respectively.”—/d., book 10, chap. 5.ARSH August 9, 
1892, page 497.3 


This was all just and proper enough, and innocent enough, in itself 
and on its face, if that had been all there was to it. But behind it 
there lay the ecclesiastical organization, ambitious to assert the 
government as a kind of sovereignty for itself, and that religio- 
political intrigue which had been entered into to feed and satisfy this 
ambition. This ecclesiastical organization likewise claimed to be the 
legitimate and only true representative and depository of 
Christianity in the world,—it was the Catholic Church. And no 
sooner had the Edict of Milan ordered the restoration of property fo 
the Christians, than it was seized upon and made an issue by which 
to secure the imperial recognition and the legal establishment of the 
Catholic Church.ARSH August 9, 1892, page 497.4 


The rule had long before been established that all who did not 
agree with the bishops of the Catholic Church were necessarily 
heretics, and not Christians at all; it was now claimed by the 
Catholic Church that therefore none such were entitled to any 
benefit from the edict restoring property to the Christians. In other 
words, the Catholic Church disputed the right of any others than 
Catholics to receive property or money under the Edict of Milan, by 
disputing their right to the title of Christians. And by this issue the 
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Catholic Church forced an imperial decision as to who were 
Christians. And under the circumstances, by the power and 
influence which she held, and by what she had already done in 
behalf of Constantine, it was a foregone conclusion, if not the 
concerted plan, that this decision would be in favor of the Catholic 
Church. Consequently, Constantine’s edict to the proconsul 
contained these words:—ARSH August 9, 1892, page 497.5 


“It is our will that when thou shalt receive this epistle, if any of those 
things belonging to the Catholic Church of the Christians in the 
several cities or other places, are now possessed either by the 
decurions or any others, these thou shalt cause immediately to be 
restored to their churches. Since we have previously determined, 
that whatsoever these same churches before possessed should be 
restored to them.”ARSH August 9, 1892, page 497.6 


That was not what was said at all. It was not “the Catholic Church” 
to which the edict said the property was to be restored; it was to 
Christians alone, to “the whole body of Christians.” But, mark you, 
just as quick as that was said, the Catholic Church made a turn 
upon that word “Christian,” and forced a decision by the imperial 
authority as to who were the Christians intended. And as she had 
given him her influence in politics, he did not dare to say otherwise; 
because if he should, she would swing her influence over to Licinius 
or some other one, and he would become emperor. She had 
political power in her hands, and she used it. ARSH August 9, 1892, 
page 497.7 


Nor was it enough that the emperor should decide that all these 
favors were for “the Catholic Church of the Christians.” Immediately 
there were two parties claiming to be the Catholic Church. 
Therefore, the emperor was obliged next to decide which was the 
Catholic Church. This question was immediately raised and 
disputed, and in consequence an edict was drawn from 
Constantine, addressed to the same proconsul (of the province of 
Africa), in which were these words:—ARSH August 9, 1892, page 
497.8 


“It is my will that these men, within the province intrusted to those in 
the Catholic Church over which Cecilianus presides, who give their 
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services to this holy religion, and whom they commonly call clergy, 
shall be held totally free and exempt from all public offices,” 
etc. ARSH August 9, 1892, page 497.9 


The party over which Cecilianus presided in Africa was the party 
which was in communion with the bishop of Rome. The other party 
then drew up a long series of charges against Cecilianus, and sent 
them to the emperor with a petition that he would have the case 
examined by the bishops of Gaul. Constantine was in Gaul at the 
time; but instead of having the bishops of Gaul examine into the 
case alone, he commissioned three of them to go to Rome and sit 
with the bishop of Rome in council, to decide the case. To the 
bishop of Rome Constantine sent a letter, with copies of all the 
charges and complaints which had been lodged with him, and in 
this letter to the bishop of Rome, with other things, he said this: 
—ARSH August 9, 1892, page 497.10 


“Since it neither escaped your diligence, that | show such regard for 
the holy Catholic Church, that/ wish you, upon the whole, to leave 
no room for schism or division.” ARSH August 9, 1892, page 497.11 


This council of course confirmed the emperor’s word thatthe 
Catholic Church in Africa, was indeed the one over which 
Cecilianus presided. And as this was the one which was in 
communion with the bishop of Rome, it followed that the Catholic 
Church was the one over which the bishops of Rome presided. The 
other party appealed from this decision, and petitioned that another 
and larger council be called to examine the question. Another 
council was called, composed of almost all the bishops of 
Constantine’s dominions. This council likewise confirmed the 
emperor’s word and the decision of the former council. Then the 
opposing party appealed from the decision of the council to the 
emperor himself. After hearing this appeal, he sustained the action 
of the councils, and re-affirmed his original decision. Then the 
opposing party rejected not only the decisions of the councils, but 
the decision of the emperor himself. ARSH August 9, 1892, page 
497.12 


Then Constantine addressed a letter to Cecilianus, bestowing more 
favors upon what he now called “the legitimate and most holy 
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Catholic religion,” and empowering him to use the civil power to 
compel the opposing party, the Donatists, to submit. This portion of 
his letter is in the following words:—ARSH August 9, 1892, page 
498.1 


“CONSTANTINE AUGUST TO CECILIANUS, BISHOP ( 
CARTHAGE: As we have determined that in all the provinces of 
Africa, Numblia, and Mauritania, something should be granted to 
certain ministers of the legitimate and most holy Catholic religion to 

defray these expenses, | have given letters to Ursus, the most 
illustrious lieutenant-governor of Africa, and have communicated to 

him, that he shall provide to pay to your authority, three thousand 

dollars [about one hundred thousand dollars] ...ARSH August 9, 
1892, page 498.2 


“And as | have ascertained that some men, who are of no settled 
min, wished to diver the people from the most Holy Catholic 
Church, by a certain pernicious adulteration, | wish thee to 
understand that | have given, both to the proconsul Anulinus and to 
Patricius, vicar-general of the prefects, when present the following 
injunctions: that, among all the rest, they should particularly pay the 
necessary attention to this, nor should by any means tolerate that 
this should be overlooked. Wherefore, if thou seest any of these 
men persevering in this madness, thou shalt, without any hesitancy, 
proceed to the aforesaid judges, and report it to them, that they may 
animadvert upon them, as | commanded them, when 
present.”ARSH August 9, 1892, page 498.3 


Thus, no sooner was it decided what was “the legitimate and most 
holy Catholic Church,” than the civil power was definitely placed at 
the disposal of this church, with positive instructions to use this 
power in compelling conformity to the new imperial religion. 
Persecution was begun at once. The Donatist bishops were driven 
out, and Constantine commanded that their churches should be 
delivered to the Catholic party. Nor was this done at all peacefully. 
“Each party recriminated on the other: but neither denies the 
barbarous scenes of massacre and license which devastated the 
African cities. The Donatists boasted of their martyrs; and the 
cruelties of the Catholic party rest on their own admission; they 
deny not, they proudly vindicate, their barbarities: ‘Is the vengeance 
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of God to be defrauded of its victims?’ they cried.”—Milman, 
“History of Christianity,” book 3, chap. 1, par. 5 from the end.ARSH 
August 9, 1892, page 498.4 


And the government, by becoming a partisan, had lost the power to 
keep the peace. The civil power, by becoming a party to religious 
controversy, had lost the power to prevent civil violence between 
religious factions. The civil government was subordinated to the 
church, and was only a tool of the church.ARSH August 9, 1892, 
page 498.5 


Nor was this thing long in coming. It all occurred in/ess than four 
years. The Edict of Milan was issued in the month of March, A.D. 
313. Before that month expired, the decision was rendered that the 
imperial favors were for the Catholic Church. In the summer of 314 
sat the second council on the same question. And in 316 the decree 
was sent to Cecilianus, empowering him to distribute the money to 
the ministers of “the legitimate and most holy Catholic religion,” and 
to use the civil power to force the Donatists to submit to the 
decision of the councils and the emperor.ARSH August 9, 1892, 
page 498.6 


The Edict of Milan, March, 313, named “the whole body of 
Christians” as the beneficiaries without any qualification or any 
sectarian designation. Before the expiration of that month the 
provisions of the edict were confined to “the Catholic Church of the 
Christians” alone. In the autumn of the same year when the 
emperor wrote to the bishop of Rome, appointing the first council, 
he defined the established church as “the holy Catholic Church.” 
The following summer, 314, when he called the second council, he 
referred to the doctrine of the Catholic Church as embodying the 
“most holy religion.” And when it had been decided which party 
represented this “most holy religion,” then in 316 his letter and 
commission to Cecilianus defined it as “the legitimate and most holy 
Catholic religion." ARSH August 9, 1892, page 498.7 


Nor was this all. While this was going on, also about the year 314, 
the first edict in favor of Sunday was issued, though it was blended 
with Friday. It ordered that on Friday and Sunday “no judicial or 
other business should be transacted, but that God should be served 
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with prayers and supplications;” and in 321 Friday observance was 
dropped, and Sunday alone was exalted by the famous Sunday-rest 
law of Constantine, all in furtherance of the ambition of the 
ecclesiastics to assert the government as a kind of sovereignty for 
themselves. 1Since this sermon was preached, Congress has enacted a 
Sunday law, closing the World’s Fair that day. Thus and now the parallel is 
complete, and the likeness perfect. [See “Testimony No. 33,” p. 240.] All that 
remains now is for those who have so long been grasping for the power, to go 
ahead in the use of the power which they now have. All the quotations in this 


sermon will be found in “The Two Republics.” pS} August 9, 1892, page 
498.8 


Now there was another thing. When the Catholic Church had forced 
this decision in favor of itself in the matter of imperial favors, and 
the getting of property into their hands, then it sprung right back to 
the other part of that edict, and held Constantine to this point: that 
as it was the Catholic Church in the latter part of that edict, then it 
was certainly the Catholic Church in the first part of the edict. And 
that came in direct order, and in this way: In 323 by the direct and 
Officious aid of the Catholic Church, Constantine succeeded in 
defeating Licinius and making himself sole emperor. No sooner was 
this accomplished than the “religious liberty’ assured to “the 
Christians” by the Edict of Milan, like the provisions of the same 
edict restoring confiscated property to the Christians, was by a 
public and express edict limited to Catholics alone. This portion of 
that decree runs as follows:—ARSH August 9, 1892, page 498.9 


‘VICTORY CONSTANTINUS MAXIMUS AUGUSTUS TO TI 
HERETICS: Understand now by this present statute, ye Novatians, 
Valentinians, Marcionites, Paulians, ye who are called 
Cataphrygians, and all ye who devise and support heresies by 
means of your private assemblies, with what a tissue of falsehood 
and vanity, with what destructive and venomous errors, your 
doctrines are inseparably interwoven; so that through you the 
healthy soul is stricken with disease, and the living becomes the 
prey of everlasting death... ARSH August 9, 1892, page 498.10 


“Forasmuch, then, as it is no longer possible to bear with your 
pernicious errors, we give warning by this present statute that none 
of you henceforth presume to assemble yourselves together. We 
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have directed, accordingly, that you be deprived of all the houses in 
which you are accustomed to hold your assemblies: and our care in 
this respect extends so far as to forbid the holding of your 
superstitious and senseless meetings, not in public merely, but in 
any private house or place whatsoever. Let those of you, therefore, 
who are desirous of embracing the true and pure religion, take the 
far better course of entering the Catholic Church, and uniting with it 
in holy fellowship, whereby you will be enabled to arrive at the 
knowledge of the truth....ARSH August 9, 1892, page 498.11 


“It is an object worthy of that prosperity which we enjoy through the 
favor of God, to endeavor to bring back those who in time past were 
living in the hope of future blessing, from all irregularity and error, to 
the right path, from darkness to light, from vanity to truths, from 
death to salvation. And in order that this remedy may be applied 
with effectual power, we have commanded (as before said) that you 
be positively deprived of every gathering point for your superstitious 
meetings: | mean all the houses of prayer (if such be worthy of the 
name) which belong to heretics, and that those be made over 
without delay to the Catholic Church; that any other places be 
confiscated to the public service, and no facility whatever be left for 
any future gathering; in order that from this day forward none of 
your unlawful assemblies may presume to appear in any public or 
private place. Let this edict be made public ARSH August 9, 1892, 
page 498.12 


Thus in/ess than eleven years, from the issuing of the Edict of 
Milan, the Catholic Church stood in full and exclusive possession of 
the authority of the empire, both in the rights of property and the 
right to worship, under the profession of Christianity; and with a 
specific and direct commission to use that power and authority to 
compel the submission of “heretics.” Thus was made the papacy,— 
the beast of Revelation 13:1-10; and all that ever came in its career 
from that day to this, has been but the natural and inevitable 
outgrowth of the power and prerogatives which were then 
possessed and claimed by the Catholic Church ARSH August 9, 
1892, page 498.13 


And it all came from the Edict of Milan, bestowing governmental 
favors upon “the Christians.” No man can fairly deny that in the 
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Edict of Milan and the religio-political intrigue that lay behind it, 
there was contained the whole papacy. No man can successfully 
deny that the Edict of Milan, though appearing innocent enough 
upon its face, contained the whole papacy: or that the things that 
followed in the ten years up to 323, which we have sketched, were 
anything else than the logical and inevitable development of the evil 
that lay wrapped up in that. All this came out of that edict, and 
nothing came out of it that was not in it. Nothing could come out of it 
that was not in it ARSH August 9, 1892, page 498.14 


Now | call your attention to the thought again, that all of that, the 
whole papacy, and every step from that day forward, came out of 
that edict in favor of Christianity. Didn’t it? now when the Supreme 
Court of the United States has issued a decree in favor of 
Christianity, what is coming out of that? What is in itPARSH August 
9, 1892, page 498.15 


What was in that edict of Constantine’s in favor of Christianity?— 
The beast, the whole papacy form that day to this. Then what is in 
this decision of the Supreme Court of the United States in favor of 
Christianity as the religion of this nation?—The image of the beast, 
the image of the papacy, from this day and forward for all that will 
ever come. That is what is in it ARSH August 9, 1892, page 498.16 


Just as certainly as that edict of Constantine in favor of Christianity 
there, produced the papacy with all that it is; just so certainly this 
decision of the Supreme Court of the United States in favor of the 
Christian religion here, as the religion of this nation, has in it the 
image of the beast, and will produce all that the prophecy has in it, 
or ever tells about. All this will come out of this decision, just as 
certainly as all that came out of that edict ARSH August 9, 1892, 
page 498.17 


Disputes will arise here as to what Christianity is indeed, just as 
they arose there. Disputes will arise, | know not precisely in what 
form; it may be between Catholicism and Protestantism, or it may 
be between the different sects of Protestantism. But these disputes 
will certainly come. | know not how soon; but just as certainly as 
that decree of the Supreme Court of the United States that this is a 
Christian nation has been made, just so certainly a disagreement 
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will arise one of these days, and the Supreme Court or some one 
else will have to decide who are Christians, and what class of 
Christians it is that is meant in that decision. That will have to come. 
And it will come. ARSH August 9, 1892, page 498.18 


Here is the National Reform Association, the American Sabbath 
Union, and this whole ecclesiastical combination who have been 
working for this for these twenty-nine years. Will they stand silent 
and do nothing? Is there not here to-day an_ ecclesiastical 
organization anxious to assert the government as a kind of 
sovereignty for itself, just as there was then to raise a like 
dispute?ARSH August 9, 1892, page 498.19 


Then can any one doubt, or fail to see, that under the 
circumstances and in the condition of the times, in view of the 
position the church occupied at that time, just as certainly as that 
edict of Constantine in favor of Christianity as the religion of the 
Roman empire brought the papacy, and out of that came all that the 
papacy ever was, just so certainly under the like circumstances and 
the like conditions of church ambition, out of this Supreme Court 
decision making Christianity the religion of this nation,—just so 
certainly in this is the image of the beast, and out of it will come 
everything that the prophecy ever tells about. ARSH August 9, 1892, 
page 498.20 


We are not the only ones able to see these things. That was one of 
the things that was held in mind when this government was made. 
Before making the national Constitution, there was a movement in 
Virginia to establish the Christian religion—not the Catholic nor the 
Protestant, but “the Christian religion;” that is all. Let me read to you 
what James Madison saw in that:—ARSH August 9, 1892, page 
498.21 


“Who does not see that the same authority can establish 
Christianity, in exclusion of all other religions, may establish with the 
same ease, any particular sect of Christians in exclusion of all other 
sects?”ARSH August 9, 1892, page 498.22 


Constantine favored Christianity at the first, just as a whole—“the 
whole body of Christians.” And then he established a particular 
sect, the “Catholic Church of the Christians,” just as easily as he did 
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the first. Just so certain as the Supreme Court of the United States 
has established Christianity as the religion of this nation, in 
exclusion of all other religion of this nation, in exclusion of all other 
religions, just so certain will it, or some other power, have to 
establish one particular sect in exclusion of all other sects. The 
Supreme Court hints at Protestantism; but if that is it, somebody will 
have to decide which sect of Protestantism it is. | do not know who 
will decide it: whether the Supreme Court, or Congress, or by 
national election campaign, | cannot say: but it will be decided in 
some way. It is bound to come. Thus says the Spirit of prophesy: 
—ARSH August 9, 1892, page 499.1 


“Old controversies which have apparently been hushed for a long 
time will be revived, and new controversies will spring up; new and 
old will commingle, and this will take place right early.” ARSH 
August 9, 1892, page 499.2 


As | said before, while that was coming on its way here to be 
instruction to us, saying that that would take place right early, this 
thing was being done by the Supreme Court of the United States, 
which takes the first step toward raising these controversies, old 
and new, both old and new commingling, and this taking place right 
early. What is it that is before our eyes then? what is it that is before 
our faces? Is there anything there? All these things are in this 
decision.ARSH August 9, 1892, page 499.3 


Madison and those of his time knew just as certainly as they knew 
anything, that if Christianity was established as the State religion of 
Virginia, there must be a particular sect established, and everybody 
else be oppressed. Not only that, but he saw this:—ARSH August 
9, 1892, page 499.4 


“Instead of holding forth an asylum to the persecuted, it is itself a 
signal of persecution.” ARSH August 9, 1892, page 499.5 


Now mark: they held this position: they had experienced this in their 
day. We have had some of it too in our day. They saw in the mere 
proposition to make Christianity the established religion of Virginia, 
“a signal of persecution.” Just as certain as the proposition to make 
Christianity the established religion of the State of Virginia was the 
signal of persecution in that State, just so certainly this Supreme 





76 


Court decision making Christianity the religion of this nation, is a 
signal of persecution through all the nation. But | read again from 
Madison’s remonstrance against that-—ARSH August 9, 1892, 
page 499.6 


“Distant as it may be in its present form from the Inquisition, it 
differs from it only in degree.” ARSH August 9, 1892, page 499.7 


In that proposition to establish “the Christian religion” in Virginia, 
they saw the Inquisition. What dowe see in the actual 
establishment of the same religion by the Supreme Court of the 
United States? Again | read:—ARSH August 9, 1892, page 499.8 


“The one is the first step, the other is the last, in the career of 
intolerance.” 2See “Two Republics,” pp. 688, 690.4 RSH August 9, 1892, 
page 499.9 


That is what they saw, the makers of this Republic, when an 
attempt was made to establish “the Christian religion” as the State 
religion. What does this people see in this decision of the Supreme 
Court of the United States, which establishes “the Christian religion” 
as the national religion? Just as certainly as that back there was a 
signal of persecution, and persecution throughout the State, just so 
certain is this a signal of persecution, and persecution through all 
the nation. Just so certainly as that had in it the Inquisition, just so 
certain this has in it the same thing-ARSH August 9, 1892, page 
499.10 


And just as certain as that edict of Constantine back there, had in it 
the papacy, just so certain this has in it all that the image of the 
papacy is or will be. Controversies arose back there as to what was 
Christianity, and this brought the establishment of the Catholic 
Church and persecution of all kinds: soon the next step was made, 
compelling them all to become Catholics—heretics to join the 
Catholic Church and hand over their property to the Catholic 
Church.ARSH August 9, 1892, page 499.11 


There arose still another difficulty and dispute as to what was the 
true Catholic doctrine, and this brought the Council of Nice, which 
established Trinitarianism as the true Catholic doctrine. This was 
soon followed by an emperor who, by a council, established 
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Arianism as the true Catholic doctrine. This was soon followed by 
another emperor who, by a council, re-established Trinitarianism as 
the true Catholic doctrine. Thus one ruler and council decided one 
way, and another decided another way, as to what was the true 
Catholic religion. And thus it went on, controversy after controversy 
of all kinds, until the bishop of Rome was made the fountain of faith 
by earthly governments and human power, instead of the word of 
God through the Lord Jesus Christ, the power of God. Thus the 
mystery of iniquity hid and supplanted for ages the mystery of 
God.ARSH August 9, 1892, page 499.12 


Now, then, old controversies will be revived. Some of these 

controversies will rise right up again, as to what is the real true 

Christianity, Catholicism or Protestantism, Trinitarianism or 

Unitarianism, Calvinism or Arianism. These old controversies will be 

revived, which have apparently been hushed for a long time. These 

disputes will arise over hair-splitting theories that have no truth in 

them. They will dispute over these things. Atoms will be worlds, and 

worlds will be atoms; and these atoms that they will turn into worlds 

will be simply senseless disputes by which they can obtain control 

of the civil power, to force those who oppose them, and do not 

believe as they do, to act asthey think or believe. “Old 

controversies will spring up,” and here are new controversies: 

revelations of false science, evolution, probation after death, etc. 

“New and old will commingle, and THIS WILL TAKE PALCE RIGH’ 
EARLY.” Do you not believe it? Do you believe it? Is it nottime to 

believe it, brethren? Well, then, | hope you will. ARSH August 9, 
1892, page 499.13 
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